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SILENT SPRING 

It's official: W'falls were arborcidal maniacs 



Steve steps aside 

Amid scandal, DiBrienza drops Council bid 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Former City Councilman 
Steve DiBrienza has reportedly 
abandoned his controversial and 
scandal-tarred campaign for his 
old seat. 

“I have finished my exploration 
of another run for the Council . . . 
and decided against it,” DiBrienza 
told the Park Slope Courier, our 
sister publication. 

DiBrienza has not spoken to The 
Brooklyn Paper since this newspa- 


per reported that a non-profit group 
controlled by the former council- 
man had received close to $ 1 .2 mil- 
lion in taxpayer money since 2002 
— the vast majority of the money 
was spent on salaries to DiBrienza 
and other staffers. 

DiBrienza had told The Paper 
that his group sponsored soccer, 
basketball and softball teams at 
three Catholic schools in Wind- 
sor Terrace and Park Slope. 

But a sports director at one of 
the schools said he hadn’t heard 
of the Neighborhood Assistance 


Corporation or seen DiBrienza in 

“I know all the sponsors,” said 
the athletic director. “[DiBrienza] 
has helped us in the past, but I 
couldn’t tell you the last time.” 

Neighborhood activists also said 
they have barely heard of DiBrien- 
za’s group or seen it in action. 

“I respect the work he did when 
he was a councilmember, but to be 
honest, I haven’t seem him around 
the community in eight years,” said 
See SCANDAL on page 6 


By Aisha Gawad 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Weeping Birches at the 
River Cafe have a reason for 
real tears this spring — even as 
other trees are already sporting 
buds, many of the famed eat- 
ery’s branches remain lifeless, 
a lingering wound from Olafur 
Eliasson’s arborcidal artwork, 
“New York City Waterfalls.” 

“It doesn’t look good,” said 
Maureen Andariese, head of 
flowers and gardens at the res- 
taurant, as he showed off sev- 
eral dry, brown trees in what 
is usually a verdant Eden sur- 
rounding the waterfront eatery 
under the Brooklyn Bridge. 

It is the restaurant’s very prox- 
imity to the fabled span that is 
causing the lingering problems. 

One of the four salt-water- 
spewing behemoths from Elias- 
son’s public arts project was situ- 
ated directly under the Brooklyn 
side of the bridge. And on most 
days over the course of the three- 
month, $15-million public art 
project, a brackish mist lashed 
the River Cafe’s beloved trees. 

All summer long, trees not 
only at the restaurant, but also 
near other Eliasson “waterfalls” 
along the Brooklyn Heights Prom- 
enade and on Governors Island, 
showed severe damage. 

When the project’s taps were 
finally tightened, tree experts 
hoped that the foliage would 
bounce back. But it has been a 
silent spring, so far, at the River 
Cafe. 

“Just look at these three weep- 
ing birches — there’s no sign of 
life at all,” said General Manager 
See TREES on page 6 



Hello , Metrotech! 

The Brooklyn Paper made its move from DUMBO to the Metrotech office com- 
plex in Downtown Brooklyn on Monday — and the neighbors were busting out 
all over the place to make us feel welcome! At Kevin Barry's pub on Willoughby 
Street, bartender Bridgette told us about a nifty lunch special (hint: it involves 
beer). For a full report about our move, see page 2. And for our exclusive guide 
to the Metrotech area, see GO Brooklyn, page 7. 




A BAM 
plan is 
canned 

By Mike McLaughlin 

A major mixed-income apartment 
tower planned for the BAM Cultural 
District is off the table due to the con- 
vulsions of the real-estate market. The 
Brooklyn Paper has learned. 

The 187-unit tower, which would contain 
100 sub-market-rate rentals, was planned 
for the comer of Fulton Street and Ash- 
land Place, but will not happen anytime 
soon — the latest troubles inside the Fort 
Greene enclave targeted to become the so- 
called Lincoln Center of Brooklyn. 

“This is our most difficult project,” 
said Kate Dixon, director of planning and 
development for the Downtown Brook- 
lyn Partnership, a quasi-govemmental 
group overseeing development in the 
area. “The mixed-use developments are 
feeling the most from the current eco- 
nomic situation,” she said during a panel 
discussion on Monday night. 

The city Department of Housing Pres- 
ervation and Development confirmed 
that this joint construction effort with 
Studio MDA and the Gotham Group is 
on hold due to a “shaky market,” said a 
department spokesman. 

The centerpiece to the whole artsy area is 
also off-track. StarchitectEnriqueNorten’s 
design for a glass-walled complex adja- 
cent to a grand public plaza is on a back- 
burner because the Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary, which planned an iconic performing 
arts library for the building, backed out 
of the $ 135-million project last year. 

And the public plaza itself can’t be 
built until Norten’s building goes up be- 
cause a parking lot, which is part of the 
Norten plan, would sit below it. 

The renovations of the Strand Theater 
are also slightly behind schedule. The 
city-owned building was scheduled to 
be complete in 2010, but now, accord- 
ing to architect Thomas Leeser, con- 
struction will only begin this fall and 
take up to two years to finish. 


SHELL GAME 


City offers millions of clams 
for $itt's Coney Island oasis 


Film permit halt in South Williamsburg 


By Mike McLaughlin demolition expenditures. 

The Brooklyn Paper “Our [costs are] north of $130 mil- 

Joe Sitt is poised to cash in. lion,” he told the New York Times this 

A day before the City Council takes week, 
up Mayor Bloomberg’s rezoning plan AspokesmanforSittdeclinedtocom- 
for a new Coney Island theme ment further, 

park, the city on Wednesday The city needs Sitt’s 10-1/2 

made its first formal offer to acres along the Boardwalk be- 

buy out the amusement area’s jl — fore it can move ahead with the 

largest landowner for $105 mayor’s dream of ayear-round 

million — roughly $12mil- t. tourist destination featuring 

lion more than the devel- HMHNQk anew city-owned amusement 
oper reportedly paid for the *1 park alongside privately built 

land that he began amassing attractions in the fabled and 

just five years ago. faded People’s Playground. 

That’s a nice payday when the Sitt, whose extensive holdings 

economy is in a Cyclone-like free- include many of the Boardwalk store- 

fall, real-estate experts said. frontsandthesiteofthedefunctAstroland 

“You can’t beat a rate of return like theme park on Surf Avenue, snubbed the 
that,” said one consultant who does busi- city’s prior verbal offer of $110 million 
ness with another Coney Island land- last fall, holding out for a rezoning of his 
owner. ownsohecanbuilda$1.5-biUionXanadu 

Sitt’s lawyer, Jesse Masyr, disagreed, of rides, hotels and shopping, 
saying that his client’s costs include not Last fall, Sitt reportedly wantedmore 

only the price of the land, but taxes and than $200 million for his land. 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

South Williamsburg is no 
longer a Hollywood backlot. 

That’s the message sent by 
city officials this week when 
they gave the neighborhood a 
three-monthreprieve fromftlm 
and television shoots — a re- 
write sought by ahandful of res- 
idents who say that production 
crews have turned their com- 
munity into a soundstage. 

The city told film crews to 

SLATED TO END: The city has yelled, "CUT!" to film production in Williamsburg for “Take five” because the neigh- 
the next three months because of the neighborhood's overexposure. borhood bounded by Kent and 


Bedford avenues, and South Sec- 
ond and South Eighth streets 
has hosted a large number of 
recent shoots, including “Gos- 
sip Girl,” “The Unusuals,” and 
“Law and Order.” 

The neighborhood also 
played a maj or role in last year’s 
action film, “American Gang- 

“Based upon those fac- 
tors, we will temporarily re- 
strict filming in certain areas 
that have been significantly im- 
pacted,” said Marybeth Ilhe, 
a spokeswoman for the may- 


or’s office of Film, Theatre and 
Broadcasting. 

Indeed, it’s hardly the first 
time that film crews have got- 
ten badreviews in Brooklyn — 
and it isn’t the first time that the 
city has issued a movie-mak- 
ing moratorium. Two years ago, 
Brooklyn Heights andDUMBO 
were temporarily deemed no- 
film zones. 

Several projects that had 
already begun filming in 
the neighborhood will be al- 
lowed to finish over the next 
See FILM on page 13 


‘Tin? tiny tots 

Tini Wine Bar packed up and moved a few blocks north on Van Brunt Street on Sunday in a 
glorious relocation parade manned by volunteers — including Benjamin Kanzer, Harry Sanders, 
Ellie Sanders and Odette Golden-LaMorte. 


City: It’s a wrap 


Billionaire Bloomy begs Brooklyn for ballot boosters 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 
^3flike Bloomberg wants YOU - 
to volunteer for his race for a third 

To make it easier, the billionaire 
mayor opened campaign offices in 
all five boroughs last weekend, chris- 
tening his cramped Brooklyn space 
on Atlantic Avenue on Sunday. 


Hizzoner chatted with fans in 
front of the storefront, which is be- 
tween Third andFourth avenues, be- 
fore heading inside to whip up cam- 
paign workers with a speech that stuck 
to his achievements in office. 

Outside, he met Boerum Hill resi- 
dent David Burney and his border ter- 
rier, Mungo, whohada“Mike Bloom- 
berg NYC” sticker on her head. 


“She loves Bloomberg,” Bumey 
said. “She was very happy that term 
limits were changed.” 

Burney, of course, has one good 
reason to like the mayor: the mayor 
is his boss (Burney is head of the 
Department of Design and Construc- 
tion — though he didn’t say that to 
a reporter). 

The mayor’s retail office is nearly 


equidistant from the administration’s 
two mainBrooklyn obsessions: Atlan- 
tic Yards (which it hopes will get built) 
and the Brooklyn House of Detention 
(which it hopes to reopen and dou- 
ble in capacity). A campaign spokes- 
woman said the location was picked 
solely because it was centrally lo- 
cated and near major transit routes. 

“We want the volunteers to be able 


to get hear easily,” said the spokes- 
woman, Silvia Alvarez. 

As in the past, Bloomberg has 
said he will not accept campaign 
donations, but is welcoming vol- 
unteers to donate their time. 

Bloomberg for Mayor cam- 
paign office (535 Atlantic Ave., be- 
tween Third and Fourth avenues in 
Boerum Hill). 
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We’re so happy together! 
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Brooklyn Paper joins sister 
publications at Metrotech 


The Brooklyn Paper 

All it took was the cere- 
monial severing of a bright 
red ribbon by Borough Pres- 
ident Markowitz and it was 
official: The Brooklyn Pa- 
per was welcomed into its 
new offices at the Metrotech 
complex in Downtown. 

Markowitz and News Cor- 
poration Senior Vice Pres- 


ident Les Goodstein (pic- 
tured) did the honors last 
Friday, along with a pano- 
ply of dignitaries, including 
state Comptroller Tom Di- 
Napoli (who praised us for 
keeping jobs inBrooklyn — 
as if a newspaper called The 
“Brooklyn” Paperreally had 
a choice!). 

So now we’re happily en- 


sconced in Metrotech with 
our colleagues in the News 
Corporation-owned Com- 
munity Newspaper Group, 
which comprises more than 
30 newspapers, periodicals 
and specialty magazines, in- 
cluding Courier Life Publi- 
cations, TimesLedger News- 


BROOKLYN $1Q.95 
SPECIAL 19 

Not to be combined with other offers' must present at time of service. 

Up to 5 qts oil.; Syn. oil extra 


Bay Ridge 


1819 Cropsey Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11214 

718-232-1900 


Kuntzman’s angel 

Anonymous Brooklyn Paper fan 
gives editor a new (used) bike! 

O n the road again! at Front Street bbaaiiiuii 

Hours after news of Pizzagaveme THE BROOKLYN 

my stolen bike hit the a free plate of 1 " 

InterwebonBrooklynPaper. lasagnaandre- 
comlastweek,yourfaithful, galedmewith 

a story (not By Gersh Kuntzman 


k.yourfai 
bike-riding columnist (that’ 


www.BayRidgeSubaru. 



Kiddie 

Kornerrs 

OnCUrtoh gfjfj 




A vague e-mail sent our editor tc 
office building, where he was told he w 
used bike. He did. 


£=3 £=5 £=51 

NYC Pet.com! 

A NEW BREED OF PET SUPPLY STORES f 

Organic pet food ^ ^ 

OFF 

ALL PET 
SUPPLIES 

with this ad 



Together, we're growing in Brooklyn Heights! 

Take a Tour of our New Facilities: 

166 Montague St. (Entrance on Clinton St.) 

CALL TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

(718)596-4840 ext. 25 

Spaces are limited! 


easy; after all, everyone in 
Brooklyn was moved to ac- 
tion by the story about theft 
of my bike — my second pil- 
fered set of wheels in eight 
months. Not since Ibroke my 
ankle last year has Brooklyn 
been so riveted by yet an- 
other one of my highly pub- 
lic tragedies. 

Multi-millionairess Jane 
Walentas, in whose building 
the latest bike had been sto- 
len, offered me lunch (though 
not a bike). Larry Lombardi 


“Unsated love endures,” 
it concluded. “He will be 
happier not knowing the 
source.” 

Wow, suddenly my stolen 
bike story had turned into a 
Mitch Albom tear-jerker (and 
not the good one about Mor- 
rie). 

But my philosophical, 
bike-donating correspondent 
was right: I am happier not 
knowing the source. 

I don’t even have to send 
a “thank you” card! 


Quality Daycare for Infants to 5 Years Old kiddiekorner.org 
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By Ben Muessig 


The E 


yoklyn f 


Atlantic Yards builder Crete sign that Ratner is still 
Bruce Ratner gave his long- committed to the project, de- 
delayed mega-development a spite his own admission that 
rare sign oflife when he pur- it is stalled, 
chased a new parcel in the Project foe Daniel Gold- 

SsrHif • 


ters of the United Union of 


St. — a squat 10,000-square- ^ “If Forest City Ratner con- 


Diet, Natural Choice, 
& more 


57 CLARK STREET 61 PEARL STREET 

in Brooklyn Heights in DUMBO 

(718)852-7208 (718)643-3046 


Holy Week at Plymouth 


Rev. David C. Fisher, Senior Minister 
Bruce Oelschlager, Minister of Music 

Sunday, April 5 Palm-Passion Sunday 
1 1 :00 a.m. Worship Service 

Thursday, April 9 Maundy Thursday Agape 
6:30 p.m. Feast and Communion 

Friday, April 10 Good Friday 

7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service 

Sunday, April 1 2 Easter Worship 
1 1 :00 a.m. Service 


Plymouth 
Church of the 
Pilgrims 

Gathering in joy and faith 


Worship services are held in the Plymouth Sanctuary. 

Call or visit our website for additional information on activities including 
Sunday School, childcare, and Adult Christian Education. 

Orange Street, between Hicks and Henry, Brooklyn Heights 

718-624-4743 


r .plymouthchurch.org 
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in Brooklyn 
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PS 321 SCHOOLYARD 
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BOERUM HILL 


‘House of D’-vided 


It's Thompson vs. Bloomy over Atlantic Avenue jail 



By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mayor Bloomberg’s con- 
tentious plan to reopen and 
expand the Brooklyn House 
of Detention suffered another 
setback on Monday when city 
Comptroller Bill Thompson 
blocked the project, citing a 
“corruptive” bidding process 
in awarding a $31.3-million 

“ [The city] looked like it fa- 
vored one bidder over many 
others,” Thompson said about 
the Bloomberg Administra- 
tion’s “corruptive process’ ’ that 
led to the selection of the ar- 
chitecture firm Ricci Greene 
Associates to design arestora- 
tion and enlargement for the 
House of D. 

The comptroller, who is 
running against the mayor 
this fall for the city’s top job, 
saidhe dismissed the deal be- 

• The city inadequately ex- 
plained why the entire project’s 
price tag jumped from $240 
million to $450 million. 

• The firm did not meet 
the city’s experience require- 
ments, even as other bidders 
that did were excluded. 

• Ricci Greene was sued 
for malpractice by upstate Or- 


ange County for problems at 
a jail there. 

The comptroller’s dis- 
missal comes less than two 
weeks after a state judge ruled 
the city can fill the existing 
759-bed jail at any time — 
though plans to roughly dou- 
ble the prison’s capacity must 
undergo environmental re- 


Offtcials from the Depart- 
ment of Design and Construc- 
tion lashed back at Thomp- 
son’s reasoning for canceling 
the contract, which was orig- 
inally pegged on rough esti- 
mates of the eventual cost to 
build a second tower for the 
site that closed in 2005. 

“As the comptroller well 
knows, agencies rounnely use 


budget placeholders until they 
can bring in design services 

mate,” said Matthew Mona- 
han, an agency. 

He added that the bidding 
process was open to quali- 
fied builders, and that the law- 
suit against Ricci Greene in- 
volved a “minor” water pipe 


PARK SLOPE 


Business ‘cycle’ in Slope 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The wheels are inmotion for anewbicy- 
cle shop to open inPark Slope this spring. 
The Brooklyn Paper has learned. 

Brooklyn Bicycles will open at the 
corner of Ninth Street and Sixth Av- 
enue in May, offering yet another cy- 
cling store for residents of a neighbor- 
hood that city records suggest has the 
second-highest number of bike com- 
muters in the borough. 

Co-owner Tony Gallucci promises 

“From what I’ve seen in Brooklyn, 
a lot of rude and pretty obnoxious peo- 
ple work in bike shops,” said Gallucci, 
who has years of experience at cycling 
stores in Manhattan . “We want to open 
a place with more friendliness.” 

The new shop, which will take over 
the 1,400-square-foot space that for- 
merly housed a Curves gym, will carry 
a wide range of men’s and women’s 
commuter cycles, sport hybrids and 
road bikes that cost less than $2,500, 
according co-founder — and Prospect 
Heights resident — Henry Carter. 

Brooklyn Bicycles won’t be the first 
retailer in the neighborhood, but Carter 
claims he’ll reach a distinctive niche 
of recreational Prospect Park riders, 



Henry Carter will open a bike 
store at the corner of Ninth Street 
and Sixth Avenue in Park Slope. 


bike commuters, and beginning cyclists 
— groups he says are under-served by 
neighborhood bicycle stores. 

“There are definitely other bike shops 
around, but there’s no place that fits the 
needs of most cyclists,” Carter said. 

Not surprisingly, some Park Slope 
bike shop employees disagreed, and cau- 
tioned the entrepreneurs behind Brook- 
lyn Bicycles that running a cycling shop 
can be harder than winning a stage in 
the Tour de France. 

“It’s easy to open up a shop,” said 
A1 Cabbad, a salesmen at R and A Cy- 
cles on Fifth Avenue, “but to stay open 
is very difficult.” 

A daytime call to On the Move — the 
tiny Seventh Avenue bike shop closest 
to the planned Brooklyn Bicycles lo- 
cation — was picked up only by a re- 
cording device. The shop, which keeps 
limited hours, did not return the call. 

Rivalries aside, the new shop could 
result in better selection for Park Slope 
shoppers, said Chris Dixon, of Dixon’s 
Bike Shop on Union Street. 

“You’ll be able to get more stuff in 
the neighborhood instead of going on- 
line, so it’s a good thing for Park Slope 
at the end of the day,” he said. “If ev- 
erybody has a little niche, we’re not 
against them.” 


WILLIAMSBURG 


Pool parties are back! 


But not at 
McCarren 
Park Pool 

By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

North Brooklyn’s famed 
McCarren Park Pool Parties 
- which music lovers feared 
would come to after getting 
booted from McCarren Park 
Pool last year - appear ready 
to dive on into East River 
State Park on the Williams- 
burg waterfront, the promoter 
told The Brooklyn Paper. 

“That would be a good 
place [for concerts],” said 
Chris Goldstein of Jel- 
lyNYC, which filled the de- 
funct Greenpoint swimming 
pool with concerts by TV 
on the Radio, Aesop Rock, 
Yo La Tengo and others for 
three summers. “We haven’t 
set anything in stone yet, but 
we’re working on it.” 



Summertime concerts at McCarren Park Pool ■ 
always hot. 


A state official echoed 
Goldstein’s sentiments. 

“We are indeed working 
towards that end,” said Ei- 
leen Larrabee, a state parks 
spokeswoman. 

North Brooklyn’s Open 
Space Alliance is also in- 
volved in the negotiations 
to allow the concerts in the 
riverside park. 

The popular Pool Parties 
were forced out last August 

turn the 73-year-old struc- 

So it comes as no sur- 
prise that news of the pos- 
sible move — which was first 
reported by the Greenpoint 
Gazette — quickly resonated 
around North Brooklyn’s mu- 
sic community. 

“It’s great that we have free 
concerts going on - it’s an 
important part of this com- 
munity,” said Adam Kriney, 
a salesman at the Northside 
record store Sound Fix. 


BAY RIDGE 


There’s definitely a "market’ 

Fresh produce paradise to stay at ex-Key Food lot 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bay Ridge’s popular farmer’s mar- 
ket will remain at the former Key Food 
parking lot on Third Avenue — even 
after a Walgreens pharmacy opens at 
the site this summer, The Brooklyn 
Paper has learned. 

After the resounding success of last 
year’s Bay Ridge Greenmarket, the be- 
loved bazaar has received permission 
from the drug store to open on the prop- 
erty at the corner of 95th Street for a 


second season starting on May 2, ac- 
cording to Greenmarket spokeswoman 
Sabine Hrechdakian. 

“It will be the same location that it 
was in last year, except that Walgreens 
is going to be open,” Hrechdakian said. 
“We negotiated with them and it’s go- 
ing to be a win-win for everybody.” 

Discussions are ongoingbetween Wal- 
greens and the farmer’s market, but the ba- 
zaar will likely run on Saturdays through 
December and feature five ormore vend- 
ers — just like last year’s souk. 


Walgreens spokesman Robert Elf- 
inger said that the farmer’s market 
— which last year included venders 
who hawked fruits, vegetables, flow- 
ers, bread, honey, and buffalo meat — 
could benefit the pharmacy. 

“From a business standpoint, we 
think it creates some good synergy,” 
he said. “People can come to the park- 
ing lot to get their produce, then they 
can come to the store and get their ev- 
eryday essentials and get their prescrip- 
tions filled.” 


BROOKLYN FERRY 
BREAKFAST TEA 

When English Breakfast Tea is ordered at 
The River Cafe, it is our elegant old school 
blend of long leaf Ceylon and Keemun that 
is served, a tea we blend daily for housholds 
throughout Brooklyn and beyond. 

TWO FOR THE POT 

COFFEES / TEAS / SPICES 8r SUNDRIES 

200 CLINTON ST AT ATLANTIC 718-855-8173 


Get a mailbox 
with benefits 

• A real address, not a P.O.Box 

• Package notification 

• Full-service mail and package 
receiving 

• Mail holding and forwarding 

• Call-in Mailcheck 

• Only $25 per month! 


The UPS Store 






Harbor Motor Inn 




Free for Kids 
at Union Temple 

Kinder Kef 

Sunday, April 19, 10 am to 12 noon 

Have fun, sing, make some art 
and learn about Jewish holidays. 
Monthly on Sundays 
Next: May 17, from 10 am to 12 noon 
For Kids 4-6 FREE 
Parent participation welcome but not required 

Tot Shabbat 

Sunday, April 18, 11:15 am 12:15 pm 

Plus lots more for the whole family! 
Go to www.UnionTemple.org 


Reform Egalitarian Inclusive 

Union Temple 

17 Eastern Parkway 

Across from the Brooklyn Public 
Library and Grand Army Plaza’ 

718-638-7600 

www.uniontemple.org 
uniontemple@ uniontemple.org 
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h€NCINGC€NT€R 

Jbta- Group Classes 

t beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults 

Private Lessons • Summer Camps 

£• UJ€ DO FENCING BIRTHDBVS! 

Bi | Parties up to 20 kids 1 

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt) • (718) 522-5822 
unuui.BrooklynFencing.com 
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Gang attacks woman 


POLICE BLOTTER gQ 

Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


84TH PRECINCT 


Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO 
Boerum Hill-Downtown 

Crip-pled 

A gang of 30 Crips from 
the Freedom Academy HS 
on Nassau Street severely 
assaulted a girl as she was 
walking to the subway after 
school on March 26, police 

The victim and her friends 
told cops that a blue-colored, 
rag-waving crowd followed 
them to the corner of Wil- 
loughby and Jay streets at 3:15 
pm. One of the perps walked 
up to the girl and punched 
her in the face, yelling, “I am 
going to line you and your 
friends out and shoot you 
all!” 

Scared for their lives, the 
victim and her friends ran 
to the DeKalb Avenue sub- 
way station. One of the perps 
boarded with her and started 
pulling her hair, cops said. 

At the next stop, the victim 
tried to flee, but was set upon 
by more gang members, who 
pulled her hair and banged 
her head against a pillar, chip- 
ping several of the her teeth 
and causing damage to the 
left side of her face. 

After the brutal battery, 
with the girl lying bruised and 
bleeding on the subway plat- 
form, the hoodlums fled. 

Subway mug 

A thief snatched a cell- 
phone from a subway rider’s 
hand on March 25 as the vic- 
tim was trying to purchase a 
Metrocard. 

At around 2:30 pm, as the 
victim was standing at the ki- 
osk in the Jay Street subway 
station, athug approached the 
21-year-old woman from be- 
hind and grabbed her $400 
phone. Before running off, 
he turned to her and said, “If 
you follow me, I’m going to 
bust your face.” 

The thug was not caught. 

Fightin’ back 

A woman tried to snatch 
an iPod from a fellow subway 
rider on March 23, but plot 
went awry when the would- 
be victim, and a Good Sa- 
maritan, fought back. 

The victim told cops that 
she was sitting on the train 
at the Pacific Street station, 
at 8:20 pm, when the mugger 
grabbed her music player. As 
she tried to run of f, a man rose 
to prevent her from fleeing. 
The perp punched the man in 
the face, but was then punched 
herself, by her intended vic- 


tim, who recovered the iPod 
from the dazed mugger. 

Police soon showed up, and 
the 18-year-oldattackerwas 
arrested. 

Gun invasion 

A thug robbed a woman 
at gunpoint as she was try- 
ing to enter her Dean Street 
building on March 27. 

The victim told cops that 
she was approaching her 
building, located between 
Bond and Nevins streets, 
at 2:30 pm when a man ap- 
proached her from behind, 
brandishing a black hand- 
gun. The thug pushed her 
into the house and, at gun- 
point, ordered her to lie on 
the ground. 

The burglar proceeded to 
ransack the place, stealing an 
iPod,Blackberry, laptop, driv- 
er’s license, two credit cards, 
and $20. 

Let’s fight 

Two girls mugged two 
other girls as they were walk- 
ing down Adams Street on 
March 25. 

The two victims were at 
the comer of Adams and Jora- 
lemon streets at 3: 15 pm, they 
told cops, when one of the 
perps approached them and 
said, “I wanna fight you.” 

The mugger then punched 
the girl in the face, grabbed 
her Sidekick, and ran off. 

— Evan Gardner 
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Carroll Gardens 
Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Midnight man 

A sleeping man awoke 
just after the witching hour 
on March 22 to find a man 
burglarizing his West Ninth 
Street duplex, proving there’s 
no rest for the wicked or the 

The noisy criminal jarred 
theman,34,at 12:05 am with 
ruckus from the bottom floor 
of the duplex between Smith 
and Court streets. The home- 
owner ran from his bedroom 
to see the thief bounding up 
a spiral staircase and out the 
front door with his laptop and 

Great escape 

A burglar quickly plucked 
a few hot commodities from 
a woman’s President Street 
home while she was there on 
March 23. 

The invader apparently 
invaded the home, which is 
between Smith and Court 
streets, via the fire escape, 
at around 10:15 am. The vic- 


tim, 47, was in the basement, 
but by the time she clambered 
upstairs, the crook had fled 
with her wallet, containing 
$200, her iPhone, and Apple 
laptop. 

Triple threat 

A menacing troika of trou- 
blemakers beat up a man near 
the corner of Woodhull and 
Henry streets on March 21. 

One third of the trio bashed 
the victim, 50, in the face, 
which felled him to pave- 
ment at 12:20 am. Then his 
partners rifled through the 
downed man’s pockets, taking 
his wallet that contained $200 
and his Salvadoran ID. 

— Mike McLaughlin 
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Park Slope 

Bleach leech 

A cigarette-loving crook 
broke into Deli in the Slope 
on Butler Street overnight on 
March 24, taking $13,900 
worth of goods and wiping 
away the DNA evidence 
with the cleansing power of 

The victim told police that 
he closed the grocery store, 
between Third and Fourth av- 
enues, at 1 1 pm that night. Be- 
fore the owner returned seven 
hours later, the thief drilled 
a hole through the side wall, 
cut the alarm wires, tookhis 
loot and left the same way he 

He got away with $5,000 
from the ATM, $4,500 from 
the registers, a DVR recorder 
for the security system, 
and $1,900 worth of Marl- 
boros, Newports and Camel 

Cap’n Hook 

A woman slashed a man 
across the face with a hook 
knife on March 28, demand- 
ing his cellphone and wallet, 
the police reported. 

corner of Third Avenue and 
Ninth Street at 10 pm when 
the lady thug approached, 
pulled out her weapon and 
asked for his stuff. The vic- 
tim did not follow orders, so 
she sliced him from his left 
ear to his chin and fled. 

Delivered! 

Two men were arrested 
for attempting to rob apart- 


ments along Eighth Avenue 
on March 23. 

Cops said that the sus- 
pected thieves were casing 
several buildings around 1:30 
pm and, when they exited an 
apartment building between 
First and Second streets, po- 
lice questioned the devious 

The two perps claimed that 
they were delivery boys, but 
one tenant said they had, in 
fact, tried to enter his apart- 
ment by jamming something 
in the door lock. 

Natural steal 

A crook stole a bike from 
a tree it had been chained to 
sometime between March 21 
and 23. 

The victim left his bike — 
worth $1,080 with its chain 
— at the corner of Seventh 
Avenue and Sterling Place at 
around 8 am. When he re- 
turned to the tree two days 
later at 10:30 pm, it was 
gone. 

Kodak moment 

A bandit broke into an 
Eighth Avenue apartment 
on March 25, nabbing $3,150 
worth of stuff. 

The victim left her apart- 
ment, on the corner of Fifth 
Street, at 8 am — with her 
window unlocked. This gave 
the thief achance to climb the 
fire escape and sneak into her 
place. When she returned at 
5:30 pm, her laptop, an MP3 
player, a camera and printer 
and $200 were missing. 

An Apple a day 

A burglar bashed his way 
through the windows of two 
St. Marks Avenue apartments 
on March 25 , swiping $5,900 
worth of stuff. 

One victim left her apart- 
ment, between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues, at 8 am to go to work. 
The thief forced his way in 
through the window near the 
fire escape and fled before the 
victim returned eight hours 
later. Her Apple laptop and a 
pair of earrings were gone. 

A man from the same 
building also reported that 
the crook broke in through the 
window while he was gone 
between 8 am and 4:45 pm. 
This time, the perp got not 
one, but two Apple laptops 
and a Sony Playstation. 


Crime vehicle 

At least three cars were 
broken into or stolen last 

• A man’s wallet was taken 
from his car, which was be- 
ing repaired at a body shop 
on 14th Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues. When 
he went to go pick up his car 
on March 24 at 2 pm, he no- 
ticed his stuff was gone. He 
later discovered even worse 
news: $800 had been spent 
with his debit card. 

• A thug smashed his way 
into a Lexus that had been 
parked on Seventh Street 
overnight on March 26. 
The victim left his car be- 
tween Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West, where 
a thief broke through a win- 
dow to take the airbags, a 
navigation system, a cell- 
phone charger, and $10 in 
quarters. 

• A crook stole a 2002 
Honda Odyssey from Fifth 
Avenue on March 28. The 
victim reported that he left 
the car parked and unlocked 

— with the key in the igni- 
tion and the engine on, which 
might have been a mistake 

— at around 12:30 am. 

One minute later, it was 

gone. 

No steal 

A thug smashed his way 
through the front door of a 
President Street apartment on 
March 27 — yet took noth- 
ing! 

The victim left her apart- 
ment, between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues, at around 5 
pm and returned six hours 
later to find that a thug had 
kicked in the door. 

She estimated that it would 
cost her $250 to fix it. 

— Emilia Brock 
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Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Masked mugs 

Armed robbers in Wil- 
liamsburg are using masks 
to hide their faces while they 
stick up their victims. Here 
are the horrifying details: 

• A gun-toting thug in a 
ski mask stuck up a 25-year- 
old woman on South Fourth 
Street on March 22. 

The villain confronted the 
victim at around 11:30 pm 
on the block between Bed- 
ford and Driggs avenues and 
yelled, “Don’t f— ing look at 
me,Ihaveaf— inggun! Give 
me your money.” 

The victim forked over her 
See BLOTTER on page 16 




DIASPORA 

Is your wife or girlfriend 
currently pregnant or do 
you have a baby less than 
3 months old and live in zip 
11238 or 11207? Join 
our free fatherhood 
program for you 
and your 
family. 

Diaspora Healthy Families 
can assist you with the care of your 
newborn by teaching you about: 

• Parenting Skills 
• Father to Father Mentoring 
• Baby Care 

• Educational Activities 
Call James, (718) 399-0200 ext. 243 

%*.. 

healthy families 
new yurk 



MODERN MOVE-IN CONDITION, PREWIRED OFFICE SPACE IN DUMBO 


Affordable $20 - $25 psf rents. 

Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 


Space Available 

Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505 
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com 


21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY 
• 13’ CEILINGS 
PLENTIFUL PARKING 
SOME WITH WATER VIEWS 
6’ WINDOWS 

GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE 
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DEVELOPING STORIES 


McCullough’s view: Don’t block ‘Great Bridge’ 


Prize-winning historian seeks halt 
to Walentas Dock Street project 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Opponentsofacontooversial 
DUMBO development pulled 
out their wild card on Wednes- 
day — a famed historian who 
not only opposes the proposed 
18-story building near the fa- 
bledBrooklynBridge,butwent 
so far as to suggest that the 
city raze other buildings in 
DUMBO to make room for 
anational park celebrating the 
Gothic landmark. 

Pulitzer Prize-winning 
writer David McCullough, 
author of “The Great Bridge,” 
visited DUMBO and called 
Jed Walentas’s Dock Street 


project “visual vandalism.” 

“If you start building all 
of these things around [the 
Brooklyn Bridge] , you are go- 
ing to wreck it,” he declared 
at the press conference, which 
included a photo op of the 
writer in front of a view of the 
bridge that, ironically, would 
actually not be affected by 
the proposed project. 

The Maine resident — who 
oncelivedinBrooklyn Heights 
— might have surpassed the 
wishes of even the most ada- 
mant Dock Street opponents 
when he suggested that instead 
of erecting the affordable hous- 
ing, middle school and luxury 


condo development, workers 
should demolish the low-slung 
St. Anne’s Warehouse arts cen- 
ter to create more open space 
around the bridge. 

‘T wouldfavor taking down 
[this] building . . . and turn- 
ing [it] into anational park,” 

McCullough’s comments 
came as the City Planning 
Commission nears its April 
22 decision on the project — 
the latest stop on the proj- 
ect’s route through the city’s 
land-use review procedure, 
which is triggered whenever 
a landowner wants a change 
in zoning. 



In this case, Walentas 
wants a residential rezon- 
ing so he can build the 325- 
unit building, which includes 
65 below-market-rate rentals 
and a public middle school 
that even opponents of the 
project say is needed some- 
where in the neighborhood. 

Planning Commissioner 
Amanda Burden called the 
coming Dock Street vote one 
of the most difficult rulings 
she has ever faced. 

McCullough’s appearance 
|«j comes on the heels of the reve- 
| lationthatthe School Construc- 
£ tion Authority held backroom 
J 1 negotiationswithWalentas(see 
o sidebar below). 

| After the Planning Com- 
^ missionvotes,theprojectwill 
move to the City Council, 
where its prospects are far 


from certain. Councilmen 
David Yassky (D-Brook- 
lyn Heights) and Bill De- 
Blasio (D-Park Slope) op- 
pose it, while Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene) likes it. 

Community Board 2 and 
Borough President Markow- 
itz both backed the rezoning, 
though Markowitz favored a 
taller and slimmer building to 
reduce what he believes will 
be an impact on the bridge. 

For their part, backers of 
the project say they have been 
encouraged by their negoti- 
ations with the city. 

“We’re focused now on 
the feedback that we got,” 
said Walentas’s attorney 
Ken Fisher, himself a former 
Brooklyn Heights councilman, 
turned lobbyist. “So far, it has 
been very encouraging.” 


Foes: Docs prove Walentas's 'Dock' of lies 


The School Construction 
Authority was not being hon- 
est last June when it stated 
publicly that it did not “iden- 
tify a need” for a new middle 
school in Brooklyn Heights 
or DUMBO at the same time 
that the agency was negotiat- 
ing with a developer to build 
just such a school. 

That revelation is the high- 
light of dozens of pages of 
just-released documents 
made public by the SCA after 
a freedom of information re- 
quest by opponents of aproj- 
ect by David and Jed Walen- 
tas to build an 18-story tower 
and public middle school on 
Dock Street near the Brook- 
lyn Bridge. 

“It’s always troubling 
when government agencies, 
which are accountable to the 
public, are doing one thing in 
private yet saying something 
else in public,” said Council- 
man David Yassky, referring 
to School Construction Au- 
thority executive Elizabeth 
Bergin’s comment last year 
that the agency saw no need 
for a middle school. When 
Bergin made the comment, 
her agency was, in fact, nego- 
tiating with the Walentases’ 
Two Trees Management to 
build just such a school. 

Yassky cited a May 20 let- 
ter from Two Trees to the 
School Construction Author- 
ity which provided the devel- 
opment company’s “best and 
final offer for the Dock Street 
DUMBO middle school.” 

The letter, signed by Jed 
Walentas, begins, “We ap- 
preciate your continued in- 
terest in working with us to 
develop a new public mid- 
dle school.” 

Former City Councilman 
Ken Fisher, who was hiredby 
Two Trees to help steer the 
controversial project through 
the ongoing public approval 



Renderings of David Walentas's Dock Street proposal show off the build- 
ing's middle school and street front retail. Critics say the 18-story wing of the 
building would block views of the Brooklyn Bridge. 


gun. 

“They said what they said 
publicly because they were 
not fully on board with us 
at that time,” he said. “They 
were still negotiating with 
us. They wanted us to give 
them our best offer and then 
see if we had support for the 
project. Only after we had 
done that, they said OK” in 
late 2008. 

The just-released doc- 
uments — mostly e-mails 
from School Construction 
Authority officials to Two 
Trees, plus entertainingly 
candid internal documents 
— include plenty of corre- 
spondence that bolster a case 
made by Dock Street oppo- 
nents that the School Con- 
struction Authority did not 
fully consider alternative 
sites for a middle school be- 
sides the Walentases’ pro- 


The agency has long said 
that it has fully considered 
all alternative sites that have 
been suggested by Yassky, in- 
cluding expanding the cur- 
rent K-5 program at PS 8 
on Hicks Street into a K-8 
school. 

But the documents reveal 
that the School Construction 
Authority has only looked at 
two alternatives: PS 8 and 
the former police precinct 
on Poplar Street. 

And an internal SCA e- 
mail dated Dec. 8 casts doubt 
on the depth of the agency’s 
analysis of a third site. In the 
e-mail, from Lorraine Grillo 
to Kenrick Ou, Grillo dis- 
misses Yassky’s request that 
the agency consider a newly 
discovered alternative at 205 
Water St. 

“David Yassky referred 
this guy to me because he 
has property in Brooklyn 
on Water Street between 
Bridge and Jay,” the memo 


Armory is still on track 

Center will be open before school's out 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The long-delayed recre- 
ation center at the Park Slope 
Armory won’t be fully run- 
ning until September, but 
there will be some school and 
camp use before that, accord- 
ing to representatives from 
the Prospect Park YMCA. 

As The Brooklyn Paper re- 
ported in February, the city 
and the Y have nearly come 
to terms on a contract that 
would allow for a soft open- 
ing in May — just in time for 
the vast space on Eighth Av- 
enue between 14th and 15 th 
streets to be available for rec- 
reation-starved schools at the 
tail end of the school year. 

“We have no gym — we 
use our courtyard,” said Cyn- 
thia Holton, principal of PS 

getting inside the building 
one block south. 

During the spring and sum- 
mer, the Y will open the Ar- 
mory to neighbors in order to 
drum up members, who will 
start paying to use the fitness 



center in September. 

“We’re going to provide 
community access to give 
people a chance to use the 
facility,” said Prospect Park 
YMCA Executive Director 
Sean Andrews. 

The timing couldn’t come 
quick enough. In 2007, the 
city completed a $16-mil- 
lion renovation of the vast 
114-year-old building, but 
it’s been unused since then. 

It wasn’t until last March 
that the city chose the Y, 
whose main building is 


on Ninth Street, to operate 
the 15,000-square-foot rec 
center and it will only be in 
the coming weeks that the 
Bloomberg Administration 
formally hands over the keys 

“We want our Armory 
open,” saidNicaLalli, chair 
of the Community Board 6 
Parks and Recreation Com- 
mittee, which heard a pre- 
sentation from Andrews last 
Wednesday. “To have it sit 
empty for over a year is mad- 
dening.” 


said. “Now I know that if we 
don’t do the Walentas project 
that we don’t really want to 
do anything else over there, 
but I think we have to follow 
up on this just so we can say 
that the Walentas project is 
such a good deal.” 

Again, Fisher dismissed 
the significance of the Grillo 

“There are other docu- 
ments in the package that 
show that they did evaluate 
proposals submitted to them 
and that they rejected them 
because they simply were 
not as good as our proposal,” 
Fisher said. 

“It’s disappointing that 
anyone would say that the 
SCA hadn’t considered al- 
ternatives. They considered 
them and rejected them. 
In the case of the Dec. 9 
memo, the SCA knows that 
any other developer was go- 
ing to charge them for land 
and for the core and shell of 
the school. Two Trees is not 
charging for either. 

“That makes all the other 
alternatives less attractive to 
SCA than Two Trees,” he 

Yassky disagreed: “My 
reading of that memo is that 
they have no interest in fully 
considering other alterna- 
tives. They have not proven 
that they have looked seri- 
ously enough at Water Street 
or the PS 8 expansion.” 

Yassky was reminded that 
Two Trees says it is offering 
the school for free — a sav- 
ings that the SCA has said is 
equivalent to nearly $50 mil- 
lion in construction costs. 

“Two Trees is paying for 
the core and shell of the 
school,” Yassky said. “The 
SCA still has $43 million in 
its budget for a school. All 
I’m saying is that if they put 
out a request for proposals, 
they might find a developer 
willing to do it for even less 
than Walentas.” 

The 205 Water St. site is 
owned by Harry Kotowitz, 
who has repeatedly declined 
to reveal the extent of his of- 
fer to the School Construc- 
tion Authority. Fisher said 
that Kotowitz’s offer would 
cost the SCA more money 
because “he’s not offering 
anything for free like Two 
Trees is.” 

Others pointed out that in 


2006, Kotowitz was widely 
criticized — including by 
David Yassky and the anti- 
Walentas DUMBO Neigh- 
borhood Association — for 
tearing down the historic 
building that once stood at 

Will Havemann, a spokes- 
man for the Department of 
Education, said the agency 
is “doing its due diligence” 
at the 205 Water St. site, but 
added that “at this time, we 
still believe that the Dock 
Street project is the most 
cost-efficient proposal.” 

In other interesting news 
from the document dump: 

• The full extent of the 
Two Trees lobbying cam- 
paign becomes a bit clearer. 
Several times over the past 
six months, Jed Walentas or 
Laura Bailyn wrote directly 
to School Construction Au- 
thority officials to urge them 
to get on the same page as 
the company. 

On Nov. 24, for exam- 
ple, Bailyn wrote to a vari- 
ety of city officials to urge 
the School Construction Au- 
thority to publicly repudiate 
Yassky’s call for a middle 
school at the PS 8 site. 

“The Department of Ed- 
ucation and the SCA need 
to make clear to the com- 
munity that Dock Street is 
the only site under consid- 
eration . . . and only because 
of the Two Trees donation is 
there even the possibility of 
the school. ... If this is not 
done, the PS8 or other alter- 
native will gain currency.” 

A month later, a Two Trees 
lobbyist, Joni Yoswein, told 
Jed Walentas that she hoped 
the School Construction 
would “do the right thing 
and shut down this option 
publicly.” 

Walentas forwarded — 
most likely by accident — 
Yoswein’s e-mail to School 
Construction Authority Pres- 
ident Sharon Greenberger, 
who wrote back, “We have 
said consistently that we sup- 
port this project [and that] a 
K-8 addition at PS 8 is not 

Then, later in the day, 
though, Greenberger sent 
an e-mail to a member of 
her staff that reflected her 
frustration with Two Trees’ 
demands. 

“How dare they state ‘the 
SCA should do the right 
thing,”’ she wrote. “This 


is their project to carry, not 

The upshot of the mas- 
sive document dump remains 
unclear, however. Walentas’s 
Dock Street project has been 
generating support during the 
public review process. It has 
already been approved by 
Community Board 2 andBor- 
ough President Markowitz, 
though his support was condi- 

idential portion of the build- 
ing further from the Brooklyn 
Bridge. 

The City Planning Com- 
mission is expected to ap- 
prove the project, setting up 
a frenzied debate in the City 
Council. 
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Recycling one 
glass bottle 
saves enough 
energy to 
power a 
computer 
for 25 minutes 


www.wni.com/thinkgreen was 
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BROKE-LYN PHILHARMONIC 


Lacking funding, orchestra cancels shows, lays off staff 



Conductor Michael Christie has led the Brooklyn Philharmonic for three 
years. Now, budget cuts have curtailed his season. 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The BrooklynPhilharmonic 
might want to consider playing 
a funeral march — the cash- 
strapped orchestra just cut the 
remainder of its 2009 season, 
and laid off four workers, due 
to a lack of funding. 

Money is so tight that the 
borough’s acclaimed sym- 
phony has canceled its final 
two orchestra performances 
scheduled for the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music onMay 9, 
a story that was first reported 
by New York Press. 

Nearly 85 percent of the 
classical ensemble’s funding 
comes from donations from 
foundations, corporations, 
government officials and in- 
dividual contributors — but 


the economic downturn has re- 
sulted in funding that’s down 
almost 30 percent, Executive 
Director Greg Pierson told The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

“We are taking every ef- 
fort in order to increase and 
strengthen our fundraising ef- 
forts to assure that the Brook- 
lyn Philharmonic’s programs 
continue,” Pierson said. 

In order to save cash, the 
orchestra has nixed a mati- 
nee rendition of “A Mouse, a 
Wolf, and aBoy Named Peter,” 
and aperformance of “Russian 
Tales” that was scheduled to 
include world premiere cho- 
reography for Stravinsky’s “A 
Soldier’s Tale.” 

To further cut costs, the or- 
chestra has laid off four non- 
musicians, Pierson said. 


The news might sound like 
Beethoven’s “Moonlight So- 
nata” (that’s one of the great 
composer’s saddest pieces, by 
the way), but Pierson prom- 
ises that the orchestra will re- 
turn for a 56th season. 

plans to continue community 
concerts next season, includ- 
ing those at the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum,Brooklyn Public Library, 
and other venues throughout the 
borough,” he said. 

The budgetary woes won’t 
stand in the way of an April 19 
solo performance by Brook- 
lyn Philharmonic Concert- 
master Deborah Buck at the 
Brooklyn Museum, nor will 
it cancel the symphony’s ed- 
ucation and community pro- 
grams, Pierson said. 



Former City Councilman Steve DiBrienza is no 
longer seeking his old job. 


Witnesses look upstate for land 

Brooklyn-based Watchtower Society buys 248 acres in Ramapo, NY 


By Evan Gardner 

The Brooklyn Paper 

First came the sell-off, 1 

After five years of selling off 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
real-estate holdings in Brooklyn 
Heights and DUMBO, the Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses have finally bought 
something big: 248 acres upstate. 

The Promised Land (for Wit- 

mapo, NY. 

Last month, the sect, officially 
known as the Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society and best known to the 
outside world for its Bible publish- 
ing and door-to-door proselytizing, 
bought the Ramapo tract, the third 
and largest acquisition in upstate 
New York in as many years. 

The $ 1 1 .5-million site will some- 
day house more than half of the 
organization’s 1,500-person ad- 


ministrative staff, which is cur- 
rently headquartered in Brooklyn 
Heights and DUMBO, according 

All along, the Watchtower had 
maintained that its core headquar- 
ters would remain in Brooklyn, but 
the personnel shift seems to indi- 
cate otherwise. 

“We would like to build a live- 
work complex for about 850 people” 
upstate, saidRichardDevine. “Right 
now, the land is zoned for residential 
uses, so we have made a proposal to 
the town to re-zone it. [Construction] 
is several years in the future.” 

Until now, the Watchtower Soci- 
ety’s residential and publishing fa- 
cilities in Brooklyn have remained 
separate. Combining both facilities at 
one upstate site would create a large, 
centralized religious compound. 
Whenever the move happens, it 
will not have been unexpected. For 


years, the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have been undertaking 
a sell-off of Biblical proportions, 
including: 

•360 Furman St., a 14-story build- 
ing which sold in 2004 for $205 mil- 
lion and is currently being redevel- 
oped as the all-luxury, waterfront 
One Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

• 67 Livingston St., a 26-story 
tower which went for $ 18 .6 million 
in 2006. 

• 89 Hicks St., which was sold to 
the Brooklyn Law School in 2006 
for $14 million. 

• 169 Columbia Heights, also 
known as the Standish Arms, a 
swanky 12-story building which 
was sold for $50 million in 2007. 

• The crown jewel of the Wit- 
nesses’ real-estate holdings — the 
Bossert Hotel on Montague Street 
— remains on the block after a re- 
ported buyer backed away from the 


have a lucrative residential zoning 
- in DUMBO. 

The group is respected among 
real estate dealers for its business 
acumen, the excellent condition in 
which it maintains its properties, 
| and a history of keeping its cards 
£ very close to its chest. 

S “It appears that they will eventu- 
£ ally transfer most of their operations 
“ upstate,” said broker Chris Havens. 
|i “Therealbellwetherwillbethosetwo 
| lots in DUMBO. If they don’t build 
I J anything there, it could indicate that 
|| they plan to move out eventually.” 

, , , . _ . For now, though, the remainder 

The Bossert Hotel in Brook- ofth e Watchtower Society’s Brook- 
lyn Heights is on the market. lyn propert i es appea rs to be stay- 
ing off the market, what with the 
deal last year. New York real-estate market ex- 

The Witnesses still hold a dozen periencing its own Armageddon, 
properties in the area, in- “We have no plans to sell any 
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THE NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


SCANDAL 

Continued from page 1 

Randy Peers, the chairman of Community Board 7 who 
is supporting Brad Lander in the now-six-man race to 
succeed Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope). 

In the wake of the scandal, Josh Skaller, a rival for 
the Windsor Terrace and Park Slope seat, called for the 
city to release paperwork about DiBrienza’s non-profit. 

Last week, the Department of Youth and Cultural De- 
velopment made the paperwork available to The Brook- 
lyn Paper. The documents did not explain exactly what 
DiBrienza’s group did with the city money, and at least 
one site visit suggested that the non-profit didn’t keep 
very good records. 

“Overall, the services [delivered] could have been bet- 
ter defined,” said the June 3, 2008 audit, which called for 
“a better description and quantification” by DiBrienza’s 
group. 

“Services are being provided,” the audit continued, 
“but not reflected adequately ... to be compared with 
compliance.” 


TREES... 

Continued from page 1 

Scott Stamford, as he led a Brooklyn Paper reporter on 
a fact-finding mission. “And this ornamental crabapple 
tree — it’s one of the most beautiful trees here, and it’s 
nowhere near where it should be at this time of year.” 
Stamford said that even 
a few buds don’t necessar- 
ily mean that his trees will 


Learn NY and our grassroots coali- 
tion of more than 50 community 
groups would like to thank the 
NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY EDU- 
CATION COMMITTEE for holding 
informative and useful hearings on 
mayoral control. 


In 2002, your leadership provided 
the foundation for the Legislature's 


courageous passage of mayoral 
control. Thanks to you, we have 



accountability in the school system 
for the first time and children in 
Brooklyn are getting a better edu- 
cation. We are finally making pro- 
gress. 


LEARN-NY ALSO THANKS THE GRASSROOTS COALITION COMMITTED TO PROVIDING NYC S CHILDREN WITH A QUALITY EDUCATION 


COALITION MEMBERS: Abyssinian Baptist Church, Achievement First, ASPIRA, Audubon Partnership, Beginning with Children Foundation, Bronx Clergy Task Force, Caribbean Ameri- 
can Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Casita Maria Center for Arts and Education, Center for Charter School Excellence, Center for Educational Innovation - Public Education Asso- 
ciation (CEI-PEA), Centro Civico Cultural Dominicano, Children for Children, Children's Museum of Manhattan, City Year New York, Civic Builders, Common Good, Community Associa- 
tion of Progressive Dominicans (ACDP), Computers for Youth, Council of African Imams, Crown Heights Youth Collective, East Harlem Tutorial Program, Explore Charter Schools, 
Fordham University, Ghetto Film School, Good Shepherd Services, Groundwork Inc., Harlem Children's Zone, Harlem RBI, "I Have A Dream" Foundation/"! Have A Dream" Foundation 
- NY Metro, IMPACT Coalition, Islamic Circle of North America, Juan Pablo Duarte Foundation, Learning Leaders, Lincoln Center Institute, Malcolm Shabaz Mosque, MOUSE, Muslim 
Center of New York, My Time Inc., Orthodox Union, Outward Bound of New York, Padres Abogando Por Los Ninos, Partnership for After School Education (PASE), Partnership with 
Children, Pastor Demetrius Carolina, Publicolor, Ridgewood Bushwick Youth Center, Turnaround, Uncommon Schools, United African Congress, Urban Assembly, Woodhaven Resi- 
dents Block Association and Young Women's Leadership Network. PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS: Hispanic Federation, Asian American Federation, Black Equity Alliance 
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Less-resilient bushes and 
shrubbery were hit especially 

“The wisteria is done for,” 
said Andariese, gesturing to 
the shriveled brown vines 
that are supposed to pro- 
duce purple blossoms. She 
also pointed out the sad look- 
ing brown bushes at her feet 
that are usually green by this 

And if the damage is per- 
manent? 

“Well, the lawyers will 
have to figure that out,” said 
Stamford. 

Mark Thompson, owner of 
the neighboring Brooklyn Ice 
Cream Factory strolled by as 
Stamford and Andariese were 
inspecting the greenery. 

“Imagine if the ‘Water- 
falls’ were put on the Poto- 
mac in Washington instead, 
and they ruined the cherry 
blossoms,” Thompson said. 
“People would be furious. It’s 
the same thing here. People 
in Brooklyn look forward to 
seeing these trees in bloom 
every year, and they are go- 
ing to be disappointed if that 
doesn’t happen.” 


ARE YOU CARING FOR AN ELDERLY 
RELATIVE OR SOMEONE WITH 
MEMORY LOSS? 


We're Here To Help You 
And Your Relatives 


7 wish a Center tike this was available 
w/wfl 1 was can'ng for my 
mother - it's a Itfesaver for families 


— Former New York JWetS Allstar 
Keith Hernandez 



The Jacquelyn Hernandez 
Adult Day Health Center 
Provides: 


Social and recreation^ activities 
Breakfast & lunch/afternoon tea & dinner 
Full medical and nursing services 
Free transportation to and from die Center 
St* days a week. Monday - Saturday 
Medicaid COVERS all costs. 

The Jacquelyn Hernandez Adult Day Health Center 
380 Henry Street, Brooklyn, NY I IZOl 
To arrange a tour or request an application, call; 
Barbara Williams - 7 1 8.855.2050 


Buying a home? 
Give us a call. 


The State of New York Mortgage Agency (SONYMA) can help 
you become a first-time homebuyer. SONYMA mortgages offer: 

• 30- or 40-year fixed interest rates that are typically below 
market; 

• Financing up to 97%; 

• Flexible underwriting guidelines; 

• Closing cost assistance (up to higher of $3,000 or 3% of the 
loan amount); 

• No points; 

• No financing add ons. 

For more information, call 

1-800-382-HOME (4663) ^diyhorne5~- 

or visit www.nyhomes.org there's no place like home 
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Metro matters 

Seeing the soul under Metrotech’s corporate skin 


T he Metrotech complex in Downtown 
Brooklyn is abit quiet for aplace where 
thousands of people work and study. 

But the goodnews is that just a few steps 
in any direction from the verdant idyll at 
the heart of the office park is a hustle and 
bustle worthy of an urban downtown. 

GO Brooklyn’s award-winning reporters, 
happily ensconced in their new Metrotech 
offices (see star on map), started explor- 
ing the neighborhood from the moment 
they got there. Here is their report: 

QZam the man 

If you’re like us, you spend most of your 
lunch hour looking for a cheap sandwich. 

There are plenty of options, but only one 
champion: Zam’s. Starting at 6 am, lines 
formfor the pressed egg-on-toast sandwich 
(just $2.50!), and the frenzy doesn’t quiet 
down much through lunch. 

“I love the hot roast beef sandwich,” 
said Jaou Mana, a regular. Tm so happy 
with it, I never get anything else.” 

Zam's [415 Fulton St. between Pearl 
and Adams Streets, (718) 246-2599], 

Q TKTS to ride 

Since it opened in July, the Theatre De- 
velopment Fund’s half-priced Broadway 
and Off-Broadway booth has been a god- 
send for culture-starved 
Brooklynites. 

The booth offers same- 
day toofers for the biggest 
shows on Broadway 
TKTS (at Jay Street 
and the Myrtle Avenue 
promenade) is open 
Tuesday through Satur- 
day, 11 am to 6 pm. For 
info, visit www.tdf.org/ 

TKTS. 

Q Primetime 

In many ways, Mor- 
ton’s is a perfect fit for 
Metrotech — a bit an- 
tiseptic and welcoming 
in a Midwestern sort of 
way. But look deeper 
and celebrate the single 
best happy hour deal in 
all of Brooklyn: During 
the “Power Hour” — 5 
to 6:30 pm and 9:30 to 1 1 
pm, every night — there are drink spe- 
cials and three mini-cheeseburgers for $6. 

Enough said. 

Morton's the Steakhouse [339 Adams 
St., between Willoughby and Johnson 
streets, (718) 596-2700 ]. 

O Lordy lordy 

On weekends, the 9 am and noon ser- 
vices at the Brooklyn Tabernacle are a hot 
ticket, thanks to a Grammy-Award-winning 
chamber choir that belts out the Gospel. 

The 10,000-member congregation is 
one of the most diverse in Brooklyn. 

Brooklyn Tabernacle [17 Smith St. 
between Fulton and Livingston Streets, 

(718) 290-2000], 

G Health department Q The local bar 




Campus life: (Clockwise from top left) The Metrotech complex might be quiet, but 
there's plenty of life around. Kevin Barry's bartender Bridgette serves up a brew. 
Mini-cheeseburgers at Morton's. Obamas for your wall at the Faith Art Gallery. 
Chang Rae Choi's fresh fried fish sandwich. The selection at Natural Market. 


ket is a welcome oasis of natural herbs, de- 
toxifying tonics and vitamins. And while 
you’re browsing the aisles for your B-12, 
you might also come upon a shelf groan- 
ing with “sensual boosters.” 

“Ask your doctor,” the sign reads — 
except the word “doctor” is crossed out 
and replaced with the word “wife.” 
When asked about the sign, manager 
Amit Patel said that such sales are a mi- 
nor part of his 25-year-old business. 

“You know what keeps us running?” Pa- 
tel said. “A huge Caribbean crowd. They’re 
very much into herbs and teas.” 

Downtown Natural Market [51 Wil- 
loughby St., between Jay and Lawrence 
streets, (718) 834-1215]. 


pub, Kevin Barry’s. But this is no night- 
time hotspot. It’s a bar that does its busi- 
ness with a hard-drinking lunchtime crowd 
(thanks to the$l offyour lunch bill for each 
beer you order). The pastrami sandwich is 
a miss, but the burgers are good. 

Kevin Barry's [56 Willoughby St., be- 
tween Jay and Lawrence streets, (718) 
488-8901], 

O Faith and ‘Hope’ 

Do you love President Obama? Then 
we have a poster shop for you. Dozens of 
framed prints and artworks depicting the 
new president — plus other prints fea- 
turing prior heroes including John Col- 
trane, Muhammad Ali, Bob Marley and 
Josephine Baker — line the walls of the 
Faith Art Gallery. 

It’s also the nearest place to get some- 
thing framed professionally. 

Faith Art Gallery [395 Jay St, at Wil- 
loughby Street, (718) 596-4659] 

O She’s no jerk 

The place is nothing to look at, but one 
sniff upon entering Justin’s Island Cui- 
sine will tell you that you’re not in Kan- 
sas anymore. 

Owner Sandy Boodram has been in busi- 
ness for 20 years — largely on the strength 
of her curries, roti and jerk chicken ($8 
during lunch hour). 

Justin's Island Cuisine [144 Lawrence 
St, between Willoughby and Fulton 
streets, (718) 625-9190] 


And don’t look for any decor, either. But 
that doesn’t mean you can’t get a great 
fresh fried fish sandwich. Owner Chang 
Rae Choi has been serving them up for 
nearly 50 years, and there’s always a line 
for the three large pieces of fried whiting 
on wheat bread ($3.75). 

Fish shop (70 Willoughby St., between 
Bridge and Jay streets). No phone. 


0 They got soul 


O That’s fishy 


On sunny days, the Fulton Mall is lined 
with music vendors hawking mixtapes 
loaded with R ’n’ B classics, soul music 
jams, and gospel standbys 

“Every CD has a theme and the tracks 
match the theme — they compliment each 
other,” said Rev. James McCombs, who 
sets up a CD table on Tuesdays and Thurs- 

Rev. James McCombs's music table 
(Fulton Street between Jay and Lawrence 
streets), every Tuesday and Thursday. 

O Sic transit gloria 

The exhibits at the New York City Tran- 
sit Museum change on a quarterly basis (too 
bad, because “Steel, Stone and Backbone,” 
about the building of the subway system, 
is great), but the real attraction of this for- 
mer subway station are the antique trains on 
the platform level. Choose your favorite old 
turnstile and head downstairs where you can 
“ride” on most of the long-gone trains from 
your long-gone youth. And the best part is, 
the cars are in pristine condition, right down 
to the period advertising. 

New York City Transit Museum [cor- 
ner of Boerum Place and Schermerhorn 
Street, (718) 694-1600] Closed Monday. 


■ MIMU 

Brass ball 


Consider the humble trombone. Long the bane 
of “serious” classical musicians, shunted out to 
the side by jazz ensembles and almost always 
ridiculed in teen angst movies, trombones have 
an unfair reputation as a comic trope. 

~ t trombones also have a proud history. 


Bach and Handel 



fans, and Mozart was 
known to pull out the 
horn when he wanted 
to go funereal. 

Now, starting onSat- 
utday, the trombone will 
regain its lofty position 
during a month-long fes- 
tival at the Ibeam Music 
Studio in Gowanus. 
“We’renotdoingthis 
because the trombone is some kind of maligned 
instrument,” said Brian Drye (pictured), an or- 
ganizer (and trombonist, of course!). “Actually, 
in New York City, trombones are huge. Many 
bands have trombones front and center.” 

One of the bands performing will be the all- 
trombone quartet Water Surgeons (April 4). 

“We’re able to create a very broad range of 
timbres,” says Josh Roseman, a trombonist (obvi- 
ously!). “The music ranges from deconstructions 
of works by Chopin to odd-meter punk rock.” 
Trombone Festival, every Saturday, April 
4-25, at 8 pm at Ibeam Music Studio [168 Sev- 
enth St., between Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (646) 456-6532] Cover, $10. For info 
visit www.ibeambrooklyn.com. 

— Heather Holland 


Wrens fly 

New Jersey’s best indie-rock band is actu- 
ally a product of Brooklyn. 

The Wrens have been churning out heart- 
wrenching guitar rock about Secaucus and the 
Meadowlands for the past 20 years — but don’t 
tell the group’s fan base in the Garden State, 
but the band’s front 
m a n lives in Bed- 
ford-Stuyvesant. 

Lead singer I 
Charles Bissell has 
been a Brooklynite 
for three years, and 
the 45 -year-old rocker claims he leads a quotid- 
ian outer-borough life. 

“I’m that guy pushing a stroller around the 
neighborhood,” said Bissell, whose quartet will 
perform at the Bell House on April 10. 

That might come as a surprise to longtime 
fans of the seminal indie rockers, who recorded 
every note of their brooding — yet catchy — 
2003 masterpiece “The Meadowlands” in the 
dining room of their one-time communal New 
Jersey home. 

They’ll play the album, plus the three (yes, 
three) songs they’ve recorded since 2003, at 
the concert. 

The Wrens at the Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718 ) 643- 
6510], April 10, 8 pm. Tickets, $14. www.the- 
bellhouseny.com. — Ben Muessig 


Jews in space 

This Passover is one for the celestial record 
books — religiousJewssay it’sonlythe third time 
in history (that’s 5,769 years according to the Jew- 
ish calendar) that the holiday begins at the same 
time that the sun is in the exact position it occupied 
when it was created by 
God (not his real name). 
To mark this rare event, 
rabbis from Congrega- 
tion B’nai Avraham in 
Brooklyn Heights will 
lead a special “sun bless- 
ing” at Borough Hall. 

Rabbi Simcha 
Weinstein from the 
Remsen Street orthodox synagogue sees the 
overlapping with Passover as more than a co- 
incidence. 

“The world is in turmoil and darkness. We 
all feel it, we’re one stop from Wall Street,” 
Weinstein told The Brooklyn Paper. However, 
“I feel like there’s light at the end of tunnel.” 

Light, perhaps , but nothing having anything 
to do with the supposed Creation of the sun, 
planets and the universe. The light on Wednes- 
day morning will merely be the sun coming 
over the horizon, said one noted astronomer. 

“There’s nothing or signmcance on that day,” 
said Dr. Greg Matloff, an astrophysicist at City 
Tech in Downtown Brooklyn. 

Birkat Hachamah, steps of Borough Hall 
[209 Joralemon St between Court and Adams 
streets in Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 596-4840], 
April 8, 8:45 am. — Mike McLaughlin 




Happy Passover 

VISIT OUR EXPANDED 

PASSOVER 

SECTION 

We have (or will get you) 
everything you need for 
your Seder Table. 
“We’re not just Matzo” 

Pick Quick Key Food 

5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St. 

* Plenty of Free Parking * 


m FREE Apple Diagnostic! 

The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 



BBQ GRILLS 


Pre-season 
SALE! 

Save 10% m 
on all 

Weber Grills 


* 


We Appreciate Your Business! 

AMERICAN ”= 

HOUSEWARES “‘SST’ 

85 COlirt St r6Gt in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • SH« • (718) 243-0844 



JUST THE RIGHT FOOD 

...at just the right price 


Broiled Pork Chops 

Served with fried green 
plantain chips and salad 

$10.45 


FRAMING / GALLERY 



www.BrooklynFrameWorks.com 


THIS WEEK ON WATER STREET... 

NCAA 



MONDAY 

TRIPLEHEADER! 

MONDAY APRIL 6TH 

1pm - Mets vs. Reds - OPENING DAY! 
4pm - Yankees vs Orioles - OPENING DAY! 
9pm - NCAA National Championship 

Watch on our 8-foot Jumbotron screens! 

yy a terStr eet 


Restaurant & Underwater Lounge 

66 Water Street in DUMBO 

718 - 625-9352 

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com 
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(718) 260-2500 



Celebrate Easter 

with us at 

MARCO POLO 



Sunday, April 12, 2009 • Featuring $35.95 Prix Fixe Dinner* 






Call for Reservations (718) 852-5015 
345 Court Street at Union St. in Carroll Gardens 



April 4, 2009 



WHERE TO GO 



NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 





ie Mehotech Carter, Suite 1001, Brook(u NY 
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Park Slope Paper, Sunset Park Paper, Windsor Terrace Paper. 



CONTACT |Eli 
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(718) 260-2500 
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Park Slope mom writes 
book , juggles it all 

By Aisha Gawad a hold of, and it’s alarming,” Den- 

for The Brooklyn Paper worth said. 

L Worse, she said, lead is still hid- 

ydia Denworth was just another ing in plain site in our own homes, 
Park Slope mom, journalist and especially those built before the ban 
civic leader when she got hold on lead-based paint in 1970. As Den- 
of a story — the pernicious history worth is quick to remind, your kid 
of lead and decades of failure to fix is often just one thin layer of water- 
the toxic nightmare — that wouldn’t based paint away from contact with 
let go. 

But as Faulk- 
ner famously 
wrote, the past 

especially where 
lead poisoning is 
concerned. Last 
week, for exam- 
ple, Nordstrom 
had to send back 

30,000 lead-tainted girls’ shoes back to write her book. “I guarantee you 
to China, a chilling reminder of the that only new construction in Park 
lead paint scare that ravaged Mattel Slope doesn’t have lead. 

— and its customers — in 2007. “How many fewer children would 

Not a bad week to be selling a be affected today if we only had to 
book called, “Toxic Truth: A Sci- worry about [lead in] houses built 
entist, a Doctor, and the Battle Over before 1920 instead of all houses 
Lead.” built before 1970?” she asked. 

“Sad to say, but lead is creep- Conveniently enough, her book 
ing back into things kids can get has the answer. 


ITM'/l 

of the past. 
“Brooklyn is 


Denworth will be reading from 
"Toxic Truth" at the Park Slope 
Barnes and Noble [267 Seventh 
Ave., (718) 832-9066] on Saturday, 
April 4 at 2 pm. She will also read at 
Union Hall [702 Union St., between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, (718) 638- 
4400] on Sunday, April 12 at 5 pm. 

a lead belt,” said 
Denworth, who 
has written for 
Newsweek and 
People, and was 
the president of 
the Park Slope 
Civic Council 


Metalhead: Park Sloper Lydia Den- I 
worth's book about the dangers of / 
lead is a page turner. r 



and a scientist who fought to “When I first heard about 
expose one of the biggest public him, I was a new mom, and it out- 
health crises of the 20th century raged me that no one listened to 
— all along flummoxed by gov- him,” she said. “I was naive and a 
ernment officials who knew lead little simplistic in my thinking, but 
was poisonous decades but balked I was still right to be outraged, 
at banning it. “People knew lead was bad way 

As a mother of three, she imme- back to 1904, but it’s outrageous 
diately sawthedoctor,HerbNeedle- that it took [until the 1970s] to get 
man, as a hero worthy of a book- it banned!” she added. 



Shake it — again 
— for Coney 


You partied for Coney Island on Tues- 
day, so now it’s time to shake your Co- 
ney-maker once more. 

The legendary Pontani Sisters (pic- 
tured) will headline yet another fundraiser 
for the “Save Coney Island” group, the 
self-styled (and sometimes scantily clad) 
advocates for an expanded amusement 
area and opponents of both the city’s and 
landowner Joe Sitt’s plan for the amuse- 
ment zone to share space with hotels and 
shopping centers. 

This benefit is going to be bigger and 
better than the last one. 

“It’s much more of an extravaganza, 
with a lot of burlesque and sideshow per- 
formers,” said Dianna Carlin, also known 


as Lola Staar of the boutique that bears 
the name and the roller rink she started 
last year in the old Child’s restaurant. 

Yes, there’ll be bands so you can shake 
your Coney-maker, but the stars will be 
the burlesque queens of Brooklyn, in- 
cluding Peekaboo Pointe, Gigi La Femme 
and Dame Cuchifrita, plus a sideshow act 
MC’d by the great Fred Kahl, the Great 
Fredini. 

Coney Island benefit party at South- 
paw [125 Fifth Ave., between Sterling 
and St. Johns places in Park Slope, (718) 
]. Saturday, April 11,8 pm. Tickets are $15 
at the door. For info, visit www.fightfory- 
ourrighttoconey.com or www.spsounds. 
com. — Gersh Kuntzman 


Going 'fourth’ 

Heights college offers prize 
for the novel after the third 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

F or some novelists, the 
fourth time’s the charm. 
That’ll certainly be true 
for the fourth-time writer who 
wins a $50,000 prize now be- 
ing offered by St. Francis Col- 
lege in Brooklyn Heights. 

A panel of literary stars 
including Michael Chabon 
(whose fourth book, “Were- 
wolves in their Youth,” was 
critically eclipsed by his fifth, 
“The Amazing Adventures of 
Kavalier and Clay”); Jonathan 
Lethem (whose fifth published 
novel, “Motherless Brooklyn,” 
earned him wide praise); and 
husband-and-wifebook-world 
hotshots Ben Marcus andHeidi 
Julavits (each of whom have 
published only three novels) 
will scan the submissions and 
select the best fourth novel or 
collection of stories in July. 

Organizers say they didn’t 
decide to honor the fourth work 
because it’snecessarily the best 
— but because four-timers of- 
ten need the most help. 

“There are so many prizes 
for first novels and so many 
end-of-life achievement 
awards, but the time after 
the third book and before the 


fourth is a critical moment for 
a writer,” said Associate Eng- 
lish Professor Ian Maloney. 

“If you get accepted into 
a publishing house, it’s typi- 
cal to get a three-book con- 
tract — when that ends a lot 
of writers have to decide if 
they want to keep going or go 
back to another job or teach,” 
he added. 

One writer who couldhave 
used some fourth book help 
— though perhaps not the 
cash — is Harry Potter au- 
thor J.K. Rowling, who said 
that her fourth Harry Potter 
book — “The Goblet of Fire,” 
of course — was the most 
difficult to write. 

“I wrote whatl thought was 
half the book, and Ack! Huge 
gaping hole in the middle of 
the plot,’ ” she told Entertain- 
ment Weekly in 2000. 

Other acclaimed writers, 
like “Invisible Man” author 
Ralph Ellison and “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” author Harper 
Lee, never even made it to 
number four. 

Yetforahandful of scribes, 
four is a magic number. 

William Faulkner’s fourth 
novel, “The Sound and the 
Fury,” is his most famous — 
and Salman Rushdie’s famed 


fourth book, “The Satanic 
Verses,” was so good that 
the Ayatollah ordered him 
killed. 

Book experts say that St. 
Francis College’s decision to 
honor a fourth work of fic- 
tion with cash, a reading at 
the Remsen Street college, 
and the chance to lead a short 
fiction workshop, isn’t an act 
of literary numerology. 

“It’s silly to think that 
there’s some magic about 
number four,” said Michael 
Strong, an agent at Regal Lit- 
erary. “Whoever made that de- 
cision to honor a fourth-time 
writer must have been thinking 
that the school doesn’t want to 

new, but rather reward profes- 
sionalism and filter out peo- 
ple who haven’t been at it for 
a long time.” 

Limitingthe contest in this 
way will ease the burden on 
the judges, according to orga- 
nizers. “What’s great about 
the selection is they are not 
going to be deluged by every 
first novelist in the country — 
it’s going to be a very selec- 
tive group,” Maloney said. 

For information, visit 
www.stfranciscollege.edu/ 
literaryprize. 


Is the fourth the charm? 

News that St. Francis College has created a prestigious award for a writer's 
fourth novel made us wonder if some of the world's best authors could 
have won it. Here's how some of the greats shaped up: — Dustin Seplow 

Author 

Fourth book 

Brooklyn Paper assessment 

Hemingway 

"To Have and 
Have Not" 

Hemingway was said to have hated the 
book and only wrote it out of contractual 
obligation. 

Orwell 

"Coming up for 
Air" 

The novel directly before "Animal Farm" and 
"1984." 'Nuff said. 

Ayn Rand 

"The 

Fountainhead" 

It could be her best book — but if you say so 
at a cocktail party, you'll go home alone. 

Turgenev 

"First Love" 

A bit sentimental, don't you think? 

Heller 

"God Knows" 

Underappreciated hilarious novel about King 
David. 

Jonathan 
Safran Foer 

Has not written 
his fourth novel 

He will, dammit, and it's going to be the 
best thing, because everything he writes is 
perfect. 


RMEJUL. 

A wine store that 
even pairs wines 
with gelfilte fish. 

HBFTO 

PASSOVER! 


lite „ Red White &Rubbr 

Vubblv 211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

/l / Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm 
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9 DAYS... fT 


Continued from page 8 
(718) 723-3218]. 

MISS NORWAY PAGEANT: The 


ART OPENING: Jewelry by Dan- 
iel Porter Stevens and Ashley 
Stevens. Free. 3-6 pm. Metal + 
Thread [398 Van Brunt St. in Red 
Hook], www.metalthread.com. 
READING, LUCETTE LAG- 
NADO: Author of "The Man 
in the White Sharkskin Suit: A 
Jewish Family's Exodus from 
Old Cairo to the New World." 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn^Public Li- 

in Park slope! CwSoSoqT 
READING, NICHOLAS HOGG: 
Author of "Show Me the Sky." 
With music by Jeremy Carlst- 
edt. Free. 4 pm. Barbes[376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718)965-9177], 

1 1 1 ooklyn.c 

_..=S OF Tl.. 

. 11.4:30 pm, 6:! 
pm, 9:15 pm. Brooklyn Acad 
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 




http:// 


Superdrag plays the Music Hall of Williamsburg on April 10. 
For more Brooklyn Nightlife options, see our listings at 

BrooklynPaper.com/Nightlife 


(718) 

barg € 


n. Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
indino. Old Fulton Street 
in DUMBO, 


AD": Acjuik 


raiser for local VFW Jr. Girls. 
$5. 1 pm. VFW POST 5806 
[181 Grand St. between Bed- 
ford and Driggs avenues in 
Williamsburg]. 

SILENT SLAPSTICK: Classic 
shorts with live piano accom- 
paniment by Stuart Oderman 
Free. 1:30 pm. Brooklyn Pub- 

K ' ' : : ' Vi:ii ' ' i 


Bainbridge s 
Stuyvesant, (347) 405-5976], 
www.brooklynitegallery.com. 
DANCE PARTY: Fundraiser for 
the Church ofGethsemane 


Slope, (718) 768-2972], w\ 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

"NATURE'S FOOLERY": Learn 

from Urban Park^Rangers. Free 
11 am. Fort Greene Park Visitor 
Center [Enter park at Myrtle 

FortGreene, (^8)723?3218]. " 
TOUR THE BROOKLYN NAVY 
YARD: Registration required. 


(718)78 


•rk and Jay Streets, 
1-8500 ext. 217, www 


Noon-4 pm. Puppet's Jazz Bar 
[481 Fifth Ave. at 11th Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 

THEATER, "SHAKESPEARE IN 
HOLLYWOOD": 2 pm. See 
Saturday, April 4. 

STREB DANCE, "CATAPULT": 3 
pm. See Saturday, April 4. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: W ' 
by Dvorak and Brahms. 


Plaza at Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718)230-2100]. 
BILL HUDSON CONCERT: Part 
of the Central Brooklyn Jazz 
Festival. $20. 5-8 pm. Jazz 966 
[966 Fulton St. at St. James 
Place in Clinton Hill, (718) 638- 
6910], www.illbrew.com. 
UPSTART DANCE FESTIVAL: 

$15. 6 pm. Brooklyn Arts P 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-0018], www.bax.org. 
THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 7 pm. 

See Saturday, April 4. 
JOURNEY DANCERS: With 
students from the Brooklyn 
Music School. $20 ($15 in 


Fort Greene, (718) 638-5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

FLEA MARKET: Free. 8 am-5 pm. 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
[545 60th St. between Fifth 

Park, (917) 312-9855], www. 
olphbkny.org. 

WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: 

See Saturday, April 4. 

OTHER 

TALK, EXISTENTIALISM AND 


LIST YOUR EVENT.. 


in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
>re. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@brook- 

Suite 1001, Brooklyn,' NY* 1201° Usting^are free 
pace available basis. We regret we cannot take 


do^Gaileryfii^ at 

h!m 71 8) n 638-0741 L www° or- 
ridorgallerybrooklyn.org. 
FILM, "ORTHODOX STANCE": 
Part of the Brooklyn Heights 


(718] ^96-4840^ext . *1 1 5Lwww 


READING, RASHID KHALIDI: 


Dominance in the Middle 
East." $5 (suggested). 7:30 
pm. Congregation B'nai 


Spottiswoode. Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. be- 
tween Pacific and Dean streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 

READING, NELSON GEORGE: 
Author of "City Kid." Free. 7 
pm. Barnes 8c Noble Court 
Street [106 Court St. between 
Livingston and State streets 
in Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 
246-4996]. 

THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 8 pm. 
See Saturday, April 4. 

"ADULT EDUCATION": Lecture 


ing of color. $5. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Av- 
enue in Park Slope, (718) 638- 
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 
FILM, "JESUS CAMP": Docu- 
Christ^ 

8 pm. The Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 


First night of Passover 
BUSINESS NETWORKING 
BREAKFAST: Sponsored by 
Brooklyn Bush— n — d “ ,,r 


between Henry and Clinton ($9 in advance). 7:45-9:15 am. 

streets in Brooklyn Heights], Park Plaza Restaurant [220 


: I REV. OSA- 

GEYFO SEKOU: Free. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park West 
at Second Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-2972], www.bsec.org. 
SUPERMARKET BINGO: Fund- 


Executive Dining Room [501 
Sixth Ave. at 12th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 780-5367]. 

READING, DAVID GRANN: 
Author of "The Lost City of Z: 
A Tale of Deadly Obsession 
in the Amazon." Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. be- 
tween Pacific and Dean streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 


Clark and Middagh streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 596- 

READING, MARY ELIZABETH 
WILLIAMS: Author of "Gimme 
Shelter." Free. 7 pm. Book- 
Court [163 Court St. between 
Pacific and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718)875-3677], 

THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 8 pm. 
See Saturday, April 4. 

COMMUNITY SEDER: $50 ($25 



READING, ARTHUR PHILLIPS: 

Author of "This Song Is You." 


Second night of Passover 
ART OPENING: "Sherezade 
— the Second Night," art 
installation inspired by the 


See 9 DAYS on page 13 
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How bazaar! 


There's a new flea — this 
time in the South Slope 





the Year 


This is a ‘lot’ of trouble 



PA PCKIT 

KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC | I M 


Teen 


I n just afew months, Teen 
Spirit will turn 18. That’s 
the end of childhood, 
right? It’s the age when a boy 
can become a soldier and vote 
in a general election. He still 
can’t drink (legally, that is), but 
he can buy cigarettes and start 
working at the Park Slope Food 
Co-op as an adult member of 
the household. 



Spirit is ready to be a man 


if they were interested in hav- 
ing him model. Teen Spirit is 
actually on the cover of a cor- 
poration annual report wear- 
ing only a cloth diaper. 

It’s funny to think back to 
that time. It’s like the Gar- 
den of Eden of Smartmom 
and Hepcat’s life together 
-before high school, mid- 
dle age, and the realities of 


"as 






By Louise Crawford 


backyard and at 
leastasmallpiece 
of that childhood 
idyll: watch- 

ing the flowers 
grow, the dog- 
wood tree bloom 
or the neighbor’s 
weird chain link 



the sidewalks of Park Slope. 
Those summer nights were 
fun. Especially when the par- 
ents barbecued on the street 
and the kids made ’smores. 

Teen Spirit never had to de- 
pend on hisparents to drive him 
around except when he needed 
band equipment schlepped all 
the way to Red Hook . And he 
never had to worry about get- 



cuisines of the world are avail- 
able 24/7.Hey, what do you feel 
like tonight: Indian, Chinese, 
Thai, Grand Canyon? 

Finally, he absorbed that 
worldly vibe that comes 
from living in New York 
City, which includes a com- 
fort level with a diverse cast 
of characters, an interest in 
how people who are differ- 






And think of the food. The 




SUMMER AT 



Jluggs 

DAY SCHOOL, INC. 




Come Join in the Fun\ 

Water Play • Sprinklers • Large Outdoor Yard 
Spacious Classrooms • Music & Movement 
Gym Facilities • Art Projects 

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 - 5 years old 
2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days. 


763 President St. 718-230-5255 


; 

Physically active, nature 

oriented & outdoors every day! 



DAILY TRIPS 


Ages 4V 2 - 11 
Flexible Schedule 
3, 4, 5 or 6 Week Sessions 
3, 4 or 5 Days a Week 
Early Drop Off & 
Late Pick Up Available 

Located in Park Slope 
(718) 768-6419 

www. KimsKidsCamp.com 



SUMMER 

DANCE 

INTENSIVE 

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN 
DANCE IN BROOKLYN 
THIS SUMMER! 

CLASSES IN BALLET, MODERN, JAZZ, 
THEATER JAZZ, STREET JAZZ, 
AFRICAN, SALSA, TANGO, HIP HOP, 
AND CHOREOLAB! 

BEGINNING/INTERMEDIATE 
INTENSIVE CLASSES: 

(AGES 10-18) 

Week Long Sessions 
8/17-8/21 + 8/24-8/28 

ADVANCED INTENSIVE CLASSES: 
BY AUDITION ONLY 

(AGES 15-18) 

Week Long Sessions 
8/10-8/14 + 8/17-8/21 


JDITIONS FOR ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
>JD SCHOLARSHIPS STARTING 5/2 



iGlSTER TODAY! 

DNTACT DANCEWAVE AT: 
18) 522-4696 
ww.dancewave.org 



FAMILY 

CLASSIFIEDS 

To advertise in Brooklyn's 
only weekly Parenting 
section, call 
(718) 260-4501 


Childcare 

Housekeeping 

Companionship 

Let Willing Hands 
Guide You 

www.willinghands.biz 
(347) 295-3348 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


More Coney baloney 


I n the midst of one of the worst eco- 
nomic downturns since the Great De- 
pression, Mayor Bloomberg wants to 
spend $105 million more of your tax dol- 
lars to buy out Coney Island’s principal 
landowner — and then spend at least an- 
other $100 million more of your money 
on a fantasy vision of the former Peo- 
ple’s Playground. 

This week, as Mike McLaughlin re- 
ports on our front page, Bloomberg sent 
a formal $105-million offer to developer 
Joe Sitt to buy 10-1/2 acres of Board- 
walk-fronting property that’s currently 
zoned for amusements only. 

Once he gets that land, the mayor says 
he will combine it with a smaller plot 
that the city wasted $1 1 million to pur- 
chase, and rezone the amusement area 
into two parts: a nine-acre “park” along 
the Boardwalk where a new theme park 
would magically rise; and an adjacent 
area where indoor amusements, some 
“entertainment retail” and hotels could 
be built. 

Like most in Brooklyn, we certainly 


The mayor's dream of a 
reborn Coney Island could 
be achieved — but without 
wasting millions of dollars. 


share the goal of ayear-round tourist des- 
tination in Coney Island. But we feel that 
the mayor is entirely misguided about 
how to achieve it. 

Foremost, the city must abandon its ob- 
session with creating a zoned “park’ ’ along 
the Boardwalk. Coney Island’s amuse- 
ment area is currently zoned so that only 
amusements — rides, games of chance. 
Shoot the Freak booths and landmarks 
like the Cyclone and the Wonder Wheel 
— can operate. That zoning prevents the 
very things that would help revive Coney 
Island: hotels along Surf Avenue and other 
indoor, year-round attractions. 

Such amenities are essential to lure 
private developers — the people who 
could actually bring about the renais- 


sance of Coney Island. Such develop- 
ers, unlike the city, are subject to mar- 
ket forces and the give-and-take of the 
public land-use review process. 

Clearly, the best — and cheapest — 
course of action is simply to alter the C-7 
zoning so that Sitt or any developer could 
build the indoor amusements and hotels that 
the city says it wants at Coney Island. 

We don’t need “park land” zoning 
when existing zoning is just as strong, 
if not stronger. City officials have con- 
firmed that “park land” zoning does not 
guarantee a verdant pasture. Indeed, the 
minor league baseball stadium — and 
its ugly parking lot — occupy a zoned 
city park right now. 

The city does deserve some credit for 
finally putting a price on its buyout of 
Sitt. But there’s still a big problem: the 
price is too high. 

It would be one thing to spend $200 
million in this dour economy on a sure 
thing. But the mayor’s fantasy for Co- 
ney Island is increasingly looking like 
throwing good money after bad. 



LETTERS 


An outpouring of support for bikeless Gersh 


To the editor, 

I just read about the theft of Gersh 
Kuntzman’s bike (“Bastards! Some- 
one stole my bike — for the second 
time this year!” March 28) and I 
have to say that sucks. 

I had my bike stolen about a 
month ago from in front of our 
house, sometime between 2 and 
7:30 pm. And that was after my 
lights had been swiped two days 
earlier at the same location, and 
my replacement headlight stolen 
on Fifth Avenue the same day that 
they came back for the whole bike. 
They snipped my U-lock like it 

I found a pretty decent hybrid 
on Craigslist for just $50 (cheaper 
than my new Kryptonite chain 


Send a letter 


By e-mail: Letters@ 
BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writ- 
er's name and neighborhood are 
published with the letter). Letters 


returned. The earlier in the week 
you send your letter, the better. 


lock!), and also bought a fairly 
fancy new Trek that I’m afraid 
to take out of the basement. 

I’m sure recovery isn’t in the 
cards, but let’s hope the charm 

Eric McClure, Park Slope 

To the editor, 

You’ve endured my worst night- 
mare not once, but twice, inside of 
a year! My heart goes out to you, 
although with fares rising and the 
recession deepening, I doubt that 
any bike is safe any longer. 

Ken Coughlin, Manhattan 

The writer is on the board of 

Transportation Alternatives, a 
bicycle advocacy group. 

In a box 

To the editor, 

I am a retired nurse of 40- 
plus years and have been living 
in Brooklyn Heights for all those 
years. I have witnessed many ac- 
cidents and trauma in the emer- 
gency room. 

As such, I am responding to 
the recent picture on front page 
(“Metrognome,” March 14) of 
an 11-year-old boy enclosed in a 
newsbox. I don’t think this pic- 
ture was appropriate or prudent 



these boxes would be pleased with 
this photo. 

Jean Torell Hughes, 
Brooklyn Heights 

No third term 

To the editor. 


This picture scared the wits 


for you to run. I question the re- 
sponsibility of the person who al- 
lowed him to get in the newsbox, 
have the door closed and the pic- 
ture taken. 

This photo was a very danger- 
ous and an unsafe message to send 
to others. Accidents among chil- 
dren are the leading cause of mor- 
tality in this country. I am sure 
you would not have posted a child 
in an empty refridgerator, stove 
or other unsafe situation. I can’t 
imagine the company who owns 


I read your story about Mayor 
Bloomberg’s new Brooklyn cam- 
paign office (“Billionaire Bloomy 

paign,” online, March 30) and 
thought, “Isn’t it wonderful that 
this man loves New York City so 
much he wants another term?” 

“no” twice before, in term-limit 
referendums. With all his money 
and talent, might one not charita- 
bly suggest that Bloomberg search 
out other projects where his skills 
could make a greater impact. 

His act is getting a little stale 
as it gets more autocratic. And 
as aRepublican! After Rudy and 
Bushie, I would rather cut off my 
whatever. 

In two words, “No, thanks.” 

William Harris, Boerum Hill 

‘Star’ power 

To the editor, 

Add Enrique Norten’s Carroll 


Street building to the list of mod- 
ernist monstrosities destroying the 
visual feel of Brownstone Brook- 
lyn (“Starchitect Enrique Norten 
builds his dream house in Slope,” 
online, March 26). 

What idiot is responsible for 
that green monstrosity on Eastern 
Parkway opposite the library? I 
can just see it when people actu- 
ally move in. With those floor to 
ceiling windows, occupants will 
have to put up various shade/blind 
treatments, making the building 
look like those Modernist apart- 
ment towers they put up in Har- 
lem a generation ago! At least they 
called that Urban Renewal. What 
term does that fool RichardMeier 
have for his glass tower? 

Let’s hope that other idiot 
Gehry doesn’t grace historic 
Brooklyn with his architectural 
follies! S. Paul, Park Slope 

Cooler heads 

To the editor, 

Like many Americans, I wanted 
to string up some Wall Street guy 
after reading about the latest ex- 
cesses — the collapse of the econ- 
omy, followed by bailouts with 
my money, followed by bonuses 
given to the very guys who col- 
lapsed the economy! 


But then I read your story 
about Rep. Mike McMahon’s 
vote against the House of Rep- 
resentatives’ bill to tax AIG bo- 
nuses at 90 percent (“The ‘mob’ 
is angry, but Ridge Rep. votes for 
cooler heads,” McMahon on Line 
1, March 31). 

Now, don’t misunderstand — 
I’m still angry. But McMahon 
made a clear case that this bill 
— and, indeed, most of the “grab- 
the-pitchforks” outrage that the 
media has been whipping up — 
was a completely exaggerated re- 

Hearing that McMahon was one 
of only sixDemocratsinthe coun- 
try to stand up against this demog- 
oguery — however justified it may 
have been against those Wall Street 
jerks! — made me proud to be one 
of his constituents. 

Monty Alagash, Bay Ridge 

More Bob love 

To the editor, 

I write this a few days before 
the April 4 memorial service for 
Bob Guskind (“Memorial service 
set for beloved blogger Guskind,” 
online, March 20). 

On behalf of the Red Hook 
Food Vendors, I’d like to ex- 
press my sadness and send my 


deepest condolences to his fam- 
ily and loved ones. 

Bob was an amazing person 
who often visited our stalls and 
wrote amazing articles about the 
vendors and their foods. He was 
also one of our staunchest advo- 
cates when our group faced its 
darkest moments. Thanks in great 
part to Bob’s support viahis Gow- 
anus Lounge blog, we were able to 
gather popular support to survive 
and continue our 35-year tradi- 
tion as one of the neighborhood’s 
favorite culinary institutions. 

Bob will always be dearly re- 
membered in our hearts. 

Cesar Fuentes, Red Hook 

of the food vendors committee 
of Red Hook Park. 


To the editor, 

I deeply regret not having had 
the opportunity to get to know 
Bob better. He was a great asset 
to blogging, to Brooklyn, and to 
all whose lives he touched. 

Claude Scales, 
Brooklyn Heights 
Editor’s note: For details about 
the Guskind Memorial service, 
see our Civic Calendar on page 7, 

BrooklynPaper.com 


Is hearing loss dragging 
you down? 



JOIN A GREAT CLUB 

OVER 250,000 SQ.FT. OF FACILITIES: AQUATICS, SQUASH, RACQUETBALL, YOGA 
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As seen on National TV! 

OPEN HOUSES 
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Dennis L. Kisiel, PhD, CCC-A 
Audiology Affiliates 

142 Joralemon Street, Suite 6A 
at Clinton St. in Brooklyn Heights 
Over 35 years experience 

Oticon ♦ Dual 









The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.c 


(718) 260-2500 


AWP 13 


Editor A April 4, 2009 

nf thpVpar 1 


BROOKLYN BUILDS 


DOWNTOWN LOOKS UP 



Chan's new campaign says things 
are just great here in Brooklyn 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The burghers of Downtown 
Brooklyn unveiled an expensive new 
marketing campaign on Thursday 
to lure companies and residents by 
saying that the global financial melt- 
down is actually “the moment” for 
the borough's central core. 

The “It’s the Moment” campaign 
seeks to raise Downtown’s desir- 
ability for businesses and residents 
and as a destination for culture. The 
Downtown Brooklyn Partnership, 
a quasi-governmental group, spent 
in the “low hundreds of thousands 
of dollars” for the direct-mail cam- 
paign, which is aimed at 1,500 elite 
real-estate brokers, most of them in 
Manhattan and, frankly, ignorant of 
Brooklyn’s treasures, said Partner- 
ship President loe Chan. 

“It’s a branding campaign that 
highlights [Brooklyn’s] competitive 
advantages and the people who chose 
to be in Downtown Brooklyn,” Chan 

The media blitz includes tes- 
timonials from the past, present 
and future of Downtown, such as 
Fort Greene-based choreographer 
Mark Morris; newcomer Stephen 
Dannhauser, whose white shoe law 


firm Weil Gotshal moved some op- 
erations to Downtown last year; and 
Devin Harris, a guard with the sup- 
posedly Brooklyn-bound New ler- 
sey Nets. 

It’s also intended to convince 
leery brokers and their clients that 
the area already has marquee names 
with Brooklyn addresses. 

“Nobody wants to be the first [to 
come],” Chan said. 

Harris talked about the brim- 
ming excitement for a sports team 
in Brooklyn. 

“A city that hasn’t had a profes- 
sional team since 1957 when the 
Dodgers left, [is] yearning for us,” 
Harris said about his squad’s planned 
move to the as-yet-unbuilt Atlantic 
Yards arena. 

The delays on the Forest City Rat- 
ner project embody the real-estate 
crunch seen elsewhere in Brooklyn 
— but Chan argued that his domain 
makes “an incredibly compelling 
economic case,” thanks to tax in- 
centives for companies that move 
from some parts of Manhattan or 
outside the city. 

“When it comes to cost and the 
economics of real estate, companies 
are making pragmatic decisions,” 
Chan said. 



Joe Chan launched a new marketing campaign called "Down- 
town Brooklyn — It's the Moment" on Thursday. 


The new campaign, with its fo- film and stage legend Ian McKel- 
cus on real people living or work- len that talked about the Downtown 
ing in Brooklyn is a departure from Brooklyn of tomorrow as a bustling 
last year’s glitzy video narrated by 24-hour center of the city. 


It keeps going up 

Tallest in Brooklyn continues climb 



building that will be the tallest in the borough. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Up, up and away! 

Here you go, architecture 
fans: an updated glimpse of 
the tallest building in Brook- 
lyn reaching for the stars. 

The 491-unit residential 
tower, slated to top off at 5 14 
feet, or two feet taller than 
the legendary Williamsburgh 
Savings Bank Building, is at 
111 Lawrence St., between 
Willoughby Street and the 
vestigial remnant of Myrtle 
Avenue, in rapidly changing 
Downtown. 

The bank building, which 
is at Hanson Place and Flat- 
bush Avenue in nearby Fort 
Greene, has been the ceil- 
ing for Brooklyn since it was 
built in 1929. 

But the gentlemen’s agree- 
ment to keep structures be- 
low 512 feet was broken two 
years ago, when the develop- 
ers of the City Point tower at 
Albee Square vowed to build 
a 70-story tower there (though 
that project is stalled due to 
the economic downturn). 

Ayear earlier, some Brook- 
lynites were aghast to discover 
that Frank Gehry’s iconic Miss 


Brooklyn tower, the trophy sky- 
scraper at the gateway to Bruce 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards mega- 
project, would rise to 620 feet 
and obscure some views of the 
bankbuilding’sclocktower.But 
later that year, Rainer agreed 
to lower its height to just below 
512 feet (though, not to sound 
like a broken record, the proj- 
ect is stalled due to the eco- 
nomic downturn). 

Despite its size, the Law- 
rence Street tower, developed 
by the Clarett Group, has been 
under many people’s radar 
screens. 


“There is nothing sacro- 
sanct about the specific height 
of the Williamsburgh Bank 
building,” Simeon Bankoff, 
the executive director of the 
Historic Districts Council 
told The Brooklyn Paper, 
when the building was first 
proposed. 

That said, Bankoff sug- 
gested that he would have pre- 
ferred a different design. 

“It’s more of a case of what 
we want Brooklyn to looklike. 
Do we want Brooklyn to be 
the mirror image of the Man- 
hattan skyline?” he said. 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 10 
PASSOVER SEDER: Led by 


in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
596-4848 ext. 18], www. 


IN HOLLYWOOD": 8 pr 



Ridge, (718) 836-3103]. 
READING, MICHAEL 
CROWLEY AND DAN 
GOLDMAN: Authors of 
"'08: A Graphic Diary of the 

pm^BoTco^Jt [16?Court 


TALK, PHOTOGRAPHER 
DAVID LEVINTHAL: Art- 
ist speaks to Richard B. 

on the wars in Afghanistan 

erHouse Arena B^MainSt. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.pow- 

READING, TERRA ELAN 

MCVOY: Author of "Pure." 
Free. 7:30 pm. Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383- 
0096], www.wordbrooklyn. 

THEATER, "TIMES 365:24:7": 
8 pm. See Saturday, April 4. 
PASSOVER SEDER: $50 ($25 


gation B'nai Avraham 
[117 Remsen St. between 


Good Friday 


m, 4:30 pm, 6:50 pm, 9:15 
m. Brooklyn Academy of 
lusic [30 Lafayette Ave. 
sar St. Felix Street in Fort 


TOUR, VIRGIN OF SOR- 
ROWS PROCESSION: 

Folklorist Kay Turner leac 

fully participate in Italian 


glace. $25. 5:30 pm, www. 

STREB DANCE, "CATAPULT": 
7 pm. See Saturday, April 4. 
READING, JOANNA SMITH 
RAKOFF: Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt[163 Court 
St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble 


THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 8 
pm. See Saturday, April 4. 
THEATER, "TIMES 365:24:7": 
8 pm. See Saturday, April 4. 
THEATER, "SHAKESPEARE 


The Right Tool For The Right Job 

Gets Results Fast! 

^ DRX 9000 

Could Be the 

RIGHT TOOL 

to Finally 

End Your 

BACK PAIN 

Once & For All! 

First Visit FREE* 

718 - 222-2620 

w ww. B rook! y n li ack Pai n.com 
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r. Jared R. Hoffman 


Kdlcr Chiropractic of Williamsburg 
729 Wythe Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1121 J 
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Fulton Street at the East 
River in DUMBO, (718) 624- 
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

TROMBONE FESTIVAL: 

With the FunBrassStick 
Orchestra with Reut Regev 
and Igal Foni Duo (8 pm), 
Max Siegel Trio (9 pm), 

Ben Gerstein Collective 
(10 pn ^ 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

BIRDWATCHING: See Satur- 
DISCOVERY TOUR: See Sat- 

PERF0RMANCE 

STREB DANCE, "CATAPULT": 

3 and 7 pm. See Saturday, 
April 4. 

THEATER, "IN LOVE WITH 

MOM": 7 pm. See Satur- 

STEVE CROMITY AND HIS 
TRIO: Part of the Central 
Brooklyn Jazz Festival. 

$20. 7-10 pm. [247 Hancock 
St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (917) 
685-3508]. 

THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 8 

THEATER, "TIMES 365:24:7": 
8 pm. See Saturday, April 4. 
THEATER, "SHAKESPEARE 
IN HOLLYWOOD": 8 pm. 
See Saturday, April 4. 

ST. PETERSBURG STRING 
QUARTET: Works by Mo- 
zart, Platt and Tchaikovsky. 
$40 ($35 seniors, $20 stu- 
dents). 8 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 


Third 


$tudio [168 $e\ 
tween Second s 
;s in Gow 


enth 


SALES AND MARKETS 

WINTER ANTIQUES MAR- 
KET: See Saturday, April 4. 

OTHER 

TALK, "THE FERTILE GOD- 
DESS": Curator Madeleine 

tion. 2 pm. Brooklyn Mu- 
seum [200Eastern 

(718) S^SOOOrwww.^ 5 ' 
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART DISCUSSION: Artist 
Carlos Motta's "The Good 
Life." Free. 4 pm. Smack 
Mellon [92 Plymouth St. 
at Washington Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 834-8761], 


Easter 

JAZZ, ZACK O'FARRILL 
QUARTET: $6. Noon-4 

Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 

THEATER, "SHAKESPEARE 
IN HOLLYWOOD": 2 pm. 


FILM 

Continued from page 1 

few weeks, Ilhe added. 

Some residents of South 
Williamsburg, which is apop- 
ular locale for film shoots 
thanks to its gritty urban 
look and proximity to Man- 
hattan, are pleased with the 
decision. 

“I’m not against movies, 
but they can make things in- 
convenient,” said community 
activist Isaac Abraham, who 
is one of six candidates vy- 
ing for the seat currently 
held by Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Williamsburg), 
who is running for Comp- 
troller. “If they take a week 
or so, it’s not a problem, but 
when these things have been 
going on month after month 
for years, it’s annoying.” 

At the end of the day, it 
wasn’t the lights, the cameras 
or the action that turned South 
Williamsburgers against the 
film shoots — it was the park- 
ing. 

“There’s no parking here 
already, then they come here 
and occupy these spots for 
weeks and weeks with their 
trailers,” said Leo Moskow- 
itz, who lives on Kent Ave- 
nue. “They are taking over 
our lives for just a little bit 
of money.” 

Parking spaces seem to 
be the spark that ignites the 
fire of South Williamsburg 
residents, many of whom are 
still irate about a pair of long- 
planned bike lanes that re- 
placed parking spaces along 
Kent Avenue last year. 

But deeming South Wil- 
liamsburg off-limits to film- 
ing — or adding it to the 
“hot list,” as insiders call it 
— could actually come at a 
cost to the neighborhood. 

“A lot of people tend to 
be a little bit over territorial, 
but what they don’t realize is 
that if they can deal with just 
a little bit of trouble, it will 
do their neighborhood and 
the city a whole lot of good,” 
said location scout Richard 
Hobbs, who claims that film 
crews can be a boon for lo- 
cal businesses. 

“There are always going to 
be sensitive areas in the city, 
but the good thing is that this 
a big city,” Hobbs added. 

“If Williamsburg 



Dermatology 

Botox Restylane Juvederm Racfiesse 
Peels Mtcradem Laser hair removal 
surgery for tom earlobe & keloid 
medical services for all skin conditions 



Javier Zelaya MD Verna Broughton, PA 


718.832.3313 

park slope chelsea ww w. s ki n works ny . com 


HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY 
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NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 

$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE 

(Any service over $150 until 3/30/09) 


ital-free fillings "Braces 


Stytatcvie Smile 

General & Cosmetic Dentistry 

100 Pineapple Walk • Brooklyn Heights 
718-246-5677 

Open Late Tues,Wed&Fri • Sathours available 


Affordable Family Dentistry 

in modern pleasant surroundings 


State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 


Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 

624-5554 • 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 
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go somewhere else.” 




Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Digital Panoramic 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Preventative Dentistry 


Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
slopede ntal.com • 768-1111 



CROWNS 
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PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 




Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 


FAMILY DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 


• Emergency Service 


• Root Canal Therapy 

• Lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• 1 Hour, In-Office Bleaching 
•White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants • Cleanings 

• Crowns • Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 
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www.ParkSlopeFa 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack fed Certj 
Pediatric Dentistry 
Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 


Free Consultation 
24 Hour Phone 


789-5700 

nilyDentisfry.com 


Loose 
Dentures? - 

GO AHEAD... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning]* 
have the “Mini-Implant System” , 
placed in less than two hours, then 
go out and enjoy your favorite lunch. 

No more messy adhesive or pastes. 


• This advanced system is 
Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical ^ 

procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical ”**^1 
months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor 

of the Mini Dental Implant. 


| FOR DENTURE! | 
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Signs 

By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Meserole Avenue bou- 
tique Fred Flare is reflecting 
the thoughts, musings, and in- 
side jokes of the neighborhood 
with ahandmade billboard bar- 
ing a different North Brook- 
lynite’s message each day. 

The tiny marquee in the 
shop’s window changes ev- 
ery day to include messages 
that range from the inspira- 
tional (“Lighten up”) and 
the indeterminable (“Goatie, 
oatie, bloatie”), to the per- 
sonal (“Mike, you gave me 
the best hug. Eve”) and the 
promotional (“Come in. You 
know you want to”). 

But all of the messages 
have come from the minds 
of neighbors and shoppers at 
the Greenpoint store. 

‘ ‘It’s an expression of their 
personalities,” said Keith Car- 
ollo, one of the founders of 
Fred Flare, which opened 
its Greenpoint store last 
year. “It’s a fun way to hear 
what’s on peoples’ minds and 

Since the sign went up in 
early March, more than 500 
thinkers, jokesters, and won- 
derers have submitted mes- 
sages for the project, which is 
titled “Your Message Here.” 


o’ the times 



The artists who created the 
sign, Philadelphians Stephen 
Loidolt and Shauna Alterio, 
choose their favorites each 
day and staffers at the Green- 
point shop update the sign. 

All kinds of messages — 
from meta-of-fact quirkiness 
(“Your shoelace is untied”) to 
proclamations of love (“I love 
my lady Lainey”) — have made 
itontheboaid,butbrevityisthe 
key, according to Carollo. 

“They generally are just 
§ really simple — nothing re- 
| ally complicated,” he said, 
w Being a neighborhood 
2 character or a repeat shop- 
's per can also help get your 
S- message on the billboard, as 
& was the case when the sign 
g read “Happy Fourteen, Mi- 
'S chad” in celebration of a fre- 
4 quent Fred Flare customer’s 
birthday, Carollo said. 

The sign will continue 
to show new messages until 
April 10, when Fred Flare 
will throw a closing cocktail 
party for Loidolt and Alte- 

For those that want to pub- 
licize their short, whimsical 
messages, but haven’t been 
able to earn a spot on the sign, 
there’s always Twitter. 

Send your message to 
Fred Flare at www.fred- 
flare.com and check out 
the April 10 closing cock- 
tail party at the store [131 
Meserole Ave. at Leonard 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
349-1257], 7-10 pm. 


History is re-written 

Dahlgren finally gets full honors on his Ridge street 



After a sharp-eyed tipster sent us the photo on the left, the city re- 
placed incorrect signs on a Bay Ridge street that should have been 
named Dahlgren Place — obviously, in honor of John Adolphus 
Bernard Dahlgren, one of America's greatest ordnance men. 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper _ 

Talk about writing a wrong! 

One day after The Brooklyn Pa- 
per started making calls about a mis- 
spelled street sign on Dahlgren Place 
in Bay Ridge, the city fixed the sign 
and promptly ended a year-long snub 
against the so-called father of Amer- 
ican naval ordnance. 

“‘Dahlgreen’ is a nice name, but 

borhood historian Peter Syrdahl, who 
pointed out that the four-block-long 
street, which lines the Brooklyn- 
Queens Expressway from Fort Hill 
Place to 86th Street, was named in 
honor of Rear Admiral John Dahl- 
gren. 

Don’t know Dahlgren? Here’s a 
primer: a Civil War naval officer (for 
the Union side, silly), Dahlgren de- 
signed a variety of guns and arma- 
ments for Lincoln’s prized ships. 

No, he never lived in Brooklyn (he 
was bom in Philly and died near Wash- 
ington, D.C.), but an innovative gun 
of his design was installed on a ship 
called the U.S.S. Brooklyn. 

“[His] contribution to military ord- 
nance and American history should 
not be misspelled on the street bearing 
his name,” said Syrdahl, who co-au- 
thored “Bay Ridge,” an essential his- 
tory of the neighborhood once known 


as Yellow Hook (but that’s a whole 
’nother story!). 

The Department of Transportation 
apparently agrees. Yes, the city put up 
the sign — plus the extra “e” — at the 
corner of 86th Street in January, 2008, 
at the request of Bay Ridge’s Commu- 
nity Board 10, according to District 
Manager Josephine Beckmann. But 
when the mistake was pointed out, 
city workers rewrote history faster 
than you can say, “Is that a Dahlgren 
howitzer or are you just happy to see 
me?” 


Some Ridgites were pleased with 
the attentiveness, but others didn’t care 
— after all, they’d been calling the 
street “Dahlgreen Place” all along. 

A Bay Ridge mail carrier, who gave 
her name as Joan, told a Brooklyn Pa- 
per reporter that she didn’t even know 
the proper name for the street until she 
started working for the post office. 

“I always thought it was ‘Dalgreen,’” 
said the mail carrier, who continued 
to deliver the mail through rain, sleet 
and misspellings. 

— with Kate Emerson 


Jobless & looking 

BAM employment fair attracts hundreds 


By Gersh Kuntzman 
and Bess Adler 

The Brooklyn Paper 

They are the faces of the 
unemployed — your neigh- 
bors, your friends, your rel- 
atives — and they came, by 
the hundreds, to a job fair 
at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music on Tuesday. 

Most went home empty- 
handed. The economy, you 
understand. 

Actually, the job fair, 
which was organized by a 
company called “New York 
New Jersey Employment 
Guide,” was more for em- 
ployers than for their would- 
be wage slaves. 

“With so many companies 
letting go of highly qualified 
candidates, now is the time 
to hire that ‘A’ list employee 
you have been looking for! !” 
stated the promotional ma- 
terial for the job fair, which 
drew such companies as T- 
Mobile, the Center for Allied 
Health and Nursing, St. Jo- 
seph’s College, the Army Na- 
tional Guard, Health Plus and 
New York Life. 

There was even (perhaps 
this was appropriate) a pawn 
broker looking to hire new 


> 7 VOX 
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workers. 

“We are hiring 
for all positions,” 
read Gem Pawn 
Brokers’ posting 

fore the job fair. 

The company billed itself, 
proudly, as “New York’s larg- 
est pawn broker.” 

At least one possible em- 
ployer said the endless pro- 
cession of job-seekers was 
a bit depressing. 

“I am seeing a lot of peo- 


ple here that have been look- 
ing for jobs for a long time,” 
said Ed Schwartz, the direc- 
tor of the Manhattan Insti- 
tute, which set up a table in 
the BAM Cafe. 

Here’s what potential em- 
ployees had to say: 



"I'm looking for any- "I am looking for pretty 
thing in the business much anything at this 
field." job fair." 

— Andra Cojac, 26, Sun- — Andy Holloway, 35, 
set Park, unemployed for East New York, unem- 
t wo months. ployed since September. 



"I'm looking for a job 
in construction or elec- 
trical work, but all they 
have here are health 
care jobs. So I signed 
up for some health care 
training." 

— Lamech Ben-lsrael, 32, 
Bushwick, unemployed 


"I am looking for pretty 
much everything. I came 
to the fair looking for a 
home health care job." 

— Michelle Reid, 23, 
Queens, unemployed for 
six months. 


"I was interested in a 
jeweler position, and I 
also signed up for infor- 
mation on the Army Re- 
serve. I tried years ago 
to join the Reserve, but 
I didn't make it." 

— Eldon Bourne, 29, 
Kensington, unemployed 
since January. 
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BUSINESS PLAN COMPETITION 

WIN $15,000 TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS! 

Two Runners-up Each Receive $5,000 

2009 ORIENTATION DATES: 

Tuesday, March 31, 6 - 7:30 pm, Business Library Thursday, April 23, 9 - 10:30 am, Business Library 
Monday, April 6, 6 - 7:30 pm, Bushwick Library Monday, April 27, 6 - 7:30 pm, Midwood Library 

Tuesday, April 14, 6 - 7:30 pm, Business Library Tuesday, April 28, 6 - 7:30 pm, Business Library 

To learn more, visit www.biz.brooklynpubliclibrary.org, or call 718.623.7000 and select option 4. 


www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org 


Citi Foundation 


This competition is brought to you by 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Business Librar 
Success Council and Citi Foundation. 


2009 new Y or k international 

auto 

show 

april 10-19 

Mon-Sat: 1 1 am - 1 0:30pm Sun: 1 0am - 7pm 


CONCEPT CARS. NEW TECHNOLOGY. 
Check Special Attractions Online! 


SAVE TIME... 

Buy tickets online 

autoshowNY.com 

eoo% 


(§ For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed on Show floor. Ram 
windows. See autoshowNY.com for NY Waterway Combo tickets. 
Aves.) available all day weekends and from 6pm - 10:30pm Mon-Fri. 



NEW YORK EYE CARE 

BOARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGISTS 

We offer and Perform Complete and Comprehensive Eye Examinations. 
Call for your Consultation with one of our ophthalmologicai specialists. 



SHELDON RABIN, H.O-. F.A.C.SL 


Glaucoma. Laser and No Stitch Cataract Ekitgery Fallow American Ctjnsge of Stugwe 

MICHAEL L. CLASSMAN M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Ophthalmic Plastic. Reconstruction Surgery and Soto* 

Kevin S. Myers, M.D. 

Glaucoma Diseases and Laser Surgery or the Eye 

PAUL N. GUERRIERO, M.D. 

Retinal V.lnjoui Surgery lor Diabetes. Macular Deoctiwttllon Other Htidlrwil Diseases 

ft. SCOTT RUSSELL, M.D. 

gatma and Ralbseliy* Swflory 

I LAN REiZESi M.D, 

Gonerri Ophthalmotogy 

MELANIA NAP0LIT4N0, O D. 

FieffiaEnc. Stratus mus and Contact Lenses 


HOSPITAL AFFILIATIONS 

NEW YORK AND MANHATTAN EYE, EAR AND THROAT, WYCKOFF MEDICAL CENTER, 
THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL MEDICAL CENTER OF QUEENS, FLUSHING HOSPITAL 


719 Grand Street, Brooklyn. NY 11211 
Tel. (716) 366-5200. Fax (716) 367-9604 


we ACCEPT OXFORD, US HEALTHCARE , MEpICAfle. MEDICAID, AND MOST OTHER 
MAJOR INSURANCE PLANS 


recorded information: 800.282.3336 
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With Weiner at side, mayor 
discusses stimulation plan 



Mayor Bloomberg and Rep. An- 
thony Weiner shared a stage in 
Greenpoint on Monday. 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Federal stimulus money is roll- 
ing towards the city, and Mayor 
Bloomberg wants to use the cash 
to put 1 1 Brooklyn infrastructure 
projects in motion. 

With $261 million of federal 
transportation funding from the 
so-called “American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act” headed to 
New York City, Hizzoner said on 
Monday that he intends to com- 
plete major shovel-ready projects 
— including long-planned renova- 
tions of the Brooklyn Bridge — 
while redeploying the city money 
that had been allotted for the jobs 
to other infrastructure projects. 

“The federal stimulus dollars 
mean that we can [do] projects 
that would have been on the chop- 
ping block — putting thousands 
of people to work and rebuilding 
our infrastructure,” the mayor said 
at a March 30 press conference at 


the foot of the Greenpoint Avenue 
Bridge, which is on track to receive 
$6 million from the stimulus pack- 
age for renovations. 

The federal money will also 
go towards Brooklyn projects in- 
cluding the $47.2-million renova- 
tion and repainting of the Brook- 
lyn Bridge. 

Meanwhile, Bloomberg hopes 
to direct some of the unused city 
money that would have funded the 
Brooklyn Bridge, Greenpoint Av- 
enue Bridge, and other projects to- 
wards a 25-project wish list that 
might have been shelved due to the 
economy: 

• The $23-million Flatbush Ave- 
nue streetscape improvement, which 
will add new lights, pedestrian 
crosswalk refuges, a landscaped 
median, and sewer upgrades be- 
tween Tillary Street and Flanson 
Place. 

• The $15-million reconstruc- 
tion of deteriorated roadways and 


sidewalks in Greenpoint on Nas- 
sau Avenue from Bedford Avenue 
to Apollo Street and Monitor Street 
from Greenpoint Avenue to Nas- 
sau Avenue. 

• The $15-million fix of the crum- 
bling Coney Island Boardwalk. 

• The $ 12-million reconstruc- 
tion of Eastern Parkway between 
Grand Army Plaza and Washing- 
ton Avenue in Prospect Heights. 

• The $7.1-rehab of Fulton Street 
from Classon Avenue to Lewis Av- 
enue in Bedford-Stuyvesant with 
new sidewalks, curbs and street 
lights. 

“Some of [these projects] , actu- 
ally, would not have gotten done” 
without the federal stimulus pack- 
age, Bloomberg said. 

Also on hand — and looking 
surprisingly cozy with the mayor 
— at the press conference was for- 
mer (and future?) challenger, Rep. 
Anthony Weiner (D-Sheepshead 
Bay). 


Now docking 
in Red Hook: 
Mary Whalen 



Volunteers from PortSideNY recently helped 
scrub and restore the engine on the tanker, 
Mary A. Whalen, 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The BrOpfellpPa^e'CA/ V ~1 -T*- 

The homeless, floating symbol of Red Hook’s once- 
thriving maritime past, the tanker Mary Whalen, will 
get a permanent home near the neighborhood’s con- 
tainer port and cruise ship terminal, city officials 
have revealed. 

The Mary Whalen, a retired oil tanker converted 
into the headquarters of the PortSide NY organi- 
zation, has secured a position on Pier 11, a site just 
south of the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel that the city 
is developing with a beer distributing company, a 
Governors Island ferry berth, and a dock for ferries 
and workboats. 

“We’ve been very compromised by the lack of a 
permanent home,” said Carolina Salguero, the di- 
rector of PortSide. 

The Mary Whalen has been stationed nearby in 
the Red Hook container port, but because it’s an ac- 
tive shipping port, there are federal security regu- 
lations that prevent the vessel from having regular 
hours or events that are open to the public. 

PortSide is nautical by nature and its vessel is 
educational, but practical, too; the group will teach 
classes that prepare students for work in the mer- 
chant marines, for instance. 

The city burst a gasket to voice its support for 
PortSide. 

“They offer nearly everything we want to do in a 
cultural [venue] — provide access to the water, edu- 
cational events and job training to the working mar- 
itime,” said Janel Patterson, a spokeswoman for the 
Economic Development Corporation. 

Salguero said her group might move into Pier 11, 
known as the Atlantic Basin, by this summer, but cau- 
tioned that it will take time before the group thrives. 

“The moment you have a garden doesn’t mean 
it’s in bloom,” she said. 

The deal for PortSide is part of the Economic 
Development Corporation’s larger plans for the un- 
used dock. In December, the agency revealed it had 
reached a deal with Phoenix Beverages, a major im- 
porting company, to relocate about 500 jobs to Red 
Hook from Long Island City. 

The company will also have some space on Pier 
7, near Atlantic Avenue. 

Residents have expressed disapproval about the 
100 trucks expected to depart daily from Phoenix’s 
site, though there has also been a sentiment that the 
city should preserve the working waterfront. 

“Putting Phoenix Beverages there yields overall 
environmental and economic benefits, but there’s no 
benefit to the neighboring communities,” said Jeff 
Strabone, chair of the Economic and Waterfront De- 
velopment Committee of Community Board 6. 



Fightin ’ words 


Councilman David Yassky is more of a lover 
than a fighter — but he was willing to pose 
with boxer Yuri Foreman at a press confer- 
ence announcing a free writing program for 
boxers at Gleason's Gym. 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


INJURED? 




1-888-MD-FAULT 
Daniel P.Miklos, ESQ. 
ringston St Ste. 110, Brooklyn, NY 1120] 




BANKRUPTCY 

ELECTRONIC TAX FILING 

• Medicaid Applications 
Family Law • Criminal Law 
• Serious Accidents 


JEROME P. MANDEL 

& Associates 40 years exp. 

( 718 ) 788-6800 

26 Court St. Brooklyn NY 11242 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Childcare 

Housekeeping 

Companionship 

Let Willing Hands 
Guide You 


Maeician & Comical Nerd 


REAL ESTATE 


AGENTS 
AND BROKERS 


List Your Rental or 
P Livin g Sale Apartments 
at No Cost 

LICENSED REAL-ESTATE BROKER 

Unique European Clientele 
Multilingual Agents 

Sarnia (718) 788-0178 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
RROOKLYN 


BORO PARK 

new kit. All appliances 
included. 3rd floor. No 
smoking. Pets OK. $1650. 


RENTERS 
HAVE RIGHTS 


BuddyOnTheDoor.con 


HOUSES FOR SALE 
ELSEWHERE 


HOUSES FOR SALE 
ELSEWHERE 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 Minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 
www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 
for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by the Community Coalition. 



Advertising 
That Works! 
Call Our Classifeds 
718 - 260-2588 


Th e Brooklyn Paper 


LEGAL NOTICES 

Notice of Formation of Wing 
Wong Assets LLC, a domes- 
tic or foreign Limited 
Liability Company (LLC). Ar- 
ticles of Organization filed 

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ- 
il Court, Kings County on 
03/27/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000273-09/KI a 

Notice of sale. Supreme 
Court, County of Kings. 
U.S. Bank National Associa- 

with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on January 21, 

copy of which may be exam- 

Structured Asset Invest- 
ment Loan Trust, 2006-4, 

Kings County, SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon who 
process against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 

Clerk, located at 141 Living- 
ston Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of 

Plaintiff, vs. Donald Haynes, 
et al, Defendant. Pursuant 
to a judgment of foreclo- 
sure and sale duly dated 
6/5/2008, 1, the under- 

the^ LLC ^ service *upon 
him/her to C/O the LLC at 

name is Moises Casiano. My 

signed Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Kings 

3327 Fulton Street, Brook- 
lyn, New York, 11208. Pur- 

berland Walk, Apt. 5A, 
Brooklyn, NY 11205. My 

County Courthouse, Room 
274, 360 Adams Street, 

BM e i-16. ny laWfUl purp ° S6 ' 

place of birth is Brooklyn 
Hosp., Brooklyn, NY. My 

Brooklyn, County of Kings, 
New York on 4/30/2009 at 

The Board of Trustees of 
PAVE Academy Charter 
School will meet at 6:45 _PM 

date of birth is March 06, 
2001. 

Notice is hereby given that 

3 pm premises known as 
219 Spencer Street, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11205. All that cer- 

meeting is open to the pub- 
lic and will take place in 
Room 238 of Public School 

an Order entered by the Civ- 
il Court, Kings County on 
3/13/2009 bearing Index 

tain plot piece or parcel of 
land, with the buildings and 
improvements thereon 

15 (located at 71 Sullivan 

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ- 

Number NC-000255-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam- 
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living- 

erected, situate, lying and 
being in the New York City, 
Borough of Brooklyn, 

County of Kings and State 

3/13/2TO9 Km |?earHg Ur '7ndex 
Number NC-00021 6-09/KI, a 

11201, grants me the right 

of New York Section, Block 
and Lot: Block 1763 Lot 5. 

copy of which may be exam- 
ined at the Office of the 

yah Rison. My present name 
is Batyahdenise R Rison AKA 

judgment $619,112.08 plus 

ston ’ Street, Brooklyn, ' V " nY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of Ma- 
ria Soto. My present name is 
Female Soto AKA Maria 

Batyahdenise R. Rison a/k/a 
Batyah D. Rison a/k/a Batyah 
Chassiyah Rison a/k/a Batyah 
Rison f/k/a Denise Adele 
Rogers. My present address 

visions of filed Judgment 
Index #9808/2007. Edward 
M. Rappaport, Esq., Refer- 

My present address is 405 
57th Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11220. My place of birth is 
Brooklyn, NY. My date of 

is 645 East 26th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11210. My 
place of birth is Brooklyn, 
New York. My date of birth 
is June 19. 1955. 

Attorney for Plaintiff, 250 
Mile Crossing Boulevard, 
Rochester, NY, 14624. Dat- 
ed: 3/19/2009. 
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The Brooklyn Classifieds 


ARCHITECTS 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 


• Realistic Estimates & Tirr 



CARPENTRY 


Carpentry Plus 


Kevin (718) 331 -9251 


CARPET CLEANING 



Cleaning Brooklyn 
One Home at a Time 


(718) 374-4594 

www.CleaningBrooklyn.com A18 

ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 
Move Out/Move in Clean-u|) 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

Bed & Breakfast Cleaning Services 

718 573-4165 




718-745-0722 


Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc 

licensed & insured 

FREE 

interior design 
consultation 

718-923-2893 

agaudioso@nyc.rr.com 
for a free estimate 


FORM RENOVATION 

LICENSED EXPERIENCED ALL 
WORK GUARANTEED 
FREE ESTIMATES 


718-715-0705 



INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK: 

Renovation & Remodeling 
Roofing • Basements • Brick Cleaning 
Pointing • Stucco • Waterproofing 
Stoops • Sidewalks • Gutters • Kitchens 
Bathrooms • Brownstone Repair 
Carpentry •Plastering -Tiling 
Cement Work •Fencing -Siding 
Deck • Sheetrock • Brick Work 
Wallpaper- Painting (Int. 4 Ext.) 


18-972-1666 


FLOORS 


* Kells fc 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 


Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 
kellswoodfloors@yahoo.com^ 


To Place An 
Ad Call 
718-260-2588 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


CARPET CLEANING 

10% Off Cleaning! 

Residential & commercial profesional 
wall-to-wall carpet & rug handwashing, 
steam cleaning, & repair services. 
Pickup and delivery available 

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE 

443 Atlantic Ave - Boerum Hill Open 7 Days 

71 8-855-2794 bettercarpetwarehouse.com 



Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



EAGLES CONTRACTORS 


NS 

V 


GENERAL RENOVATION 
k ★ Interior & Exterior ★ 

V Carpentry ■ New Additions ■ Kitchens 
Bathrooms ■ Painting ■ Plastering ■ Pointing 
Pfci ■ Stucco ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing A 
■ Brick & Concrete Work 

fe # FREE ESTIMATES Imured 

^ www.eaglecontractor.com 


(718) 686-1100 



DECKS 

by Bart '107 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Call Bart: 

20+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

DecksByBartNYC.com 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


K&M ELECTRIC 
SERVICES 


Call Keith (646)423-7674 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL -COMMERCIAL 
“Sales! Methods Used" 

■lemte- flea Control -touches 
■tuts -Sell lugs- Wiisiis -Ms 
■ Bats- Homls ■ Ticks- Sees ■todent 
Proofing ■ Squirrels ■ feimite Inspections 

FHA, VA Inspections 

TERMITE EXPERTS 

718-832-0900 

Senior Qtizen Discount • $15 OFF Any Initial Visit 


W 

Residential & 
Commercial 


if 


Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs + ^ 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

TRAPPING 

Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 

LICENSED & INSURED 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


c&c 


Design • Installation • Maintenance 

718-922-2900 

www.CandClandscape.com 





479 Atlantic Ave 
(718) 554-0207 
www.gEirdendlg.com 


INSTALLATION 


the Gardener 

J/ 718/499-8285 





KBM Handyman Services 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Baby, it's cold 

INSIDE! 

IF YOUR HOUSE: 

• Feels drafty 

• Has varying room temperatures 

• Costs too much to heat or cool 

please call us today for a 

Home Energy Assessment. 

Air Seal Insulation Systems 

Foam Insulation Specialists 
718.821.6800 • www.airsealis.com 

Call today for your free brochure! 



True Coat 


Contact for Estimate 

Richard Stabile 

347-996-2773 


Fine Finish Skimcoats 
Painting 


CertoPm Painters 


the color of certainty. 
Free Color 
Consultation 


CertaPro Painters 

agaudioso@certapro.c 

718-923-2892 


AAA Handyman 
Service 


All small jobs welcomed 

Richard (718) 490-5668 


BK WALLCOVERINGS 

Specializing in professional 
wallpaper hanging and 
interior painting. All work is 
done quickly and cleanly 
Call for a free estimate : 
(718) 781-5277 Besik 
www.BesiksWallCoverings.com^ 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
«m Plumbing “42 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS -YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 



is Electrically Cleaned - High Pressure Sewet 

(718) 256-6630 


PLUMRING & HEATING 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING S AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate L32 - 1J 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


# 

Bas< 

JBW Save the 

/I 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Basement • Attics • Yards • Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 Yards) 

Save the Planet. Recycle, www.gregsexpress.com 

1-800 Mr. Rubbish™ 

'America’s GREEN Rubbish Team’ 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 . 


(718) 263-8383 



MOVERS-LICENSED 



We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured 

TOP HAT MOVERS ** 
718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 
212-722-3390 A33 _o3 


A-l JAYS WAY MOVING 

Experienced & Reliable. 
2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 



Master Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 

Excellent References 

(718) 834-0470 




BENSON ROOFING 

RubberiT«l '^rf'^SCold^FVoceffi^Shii^le^oofs 
New Roofs ■ Gutters ■ Leedeu ■ Skylights Roofing • 
Repair ■ Waterproofing - Fite Estimates 
All Work Guaranteed • Fully Insured • Uc 115908 

1747 [.3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 1 1223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 

Schwamberger 

Contracting 

Gutters Skylights, Green Roofing. 


718-646-4540 


H&J Lie*, 


Leaders 4- Gutters 

(718) 844-8448 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


f Greg’s Express 
/Rubbish Removal 

We Do All The Loading & Clean-Up 
^Old Furniture & Appliances 


1-800 Mr Rubbish" 


12th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


EVERGREEN TREE 
& SHRUB INC. 

Tree removal 
Pruning 
Trimming 
Stump Removal 
Yard Clean Up 
24 Hour Emergency Service 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
All 5 Boros 

CallCerlos:718-775-2243 

mv.evergreentreeshrubinc.com 


BLOTTER ... 


Continued from page 4 
Chanel wallet, which con- 
tained her IDs, credit cards 
and cellphone. 

• An armed bad guy with 
a black bandana over his 
face held up a 23 -year-oldin 
a March 27 gunpoint mug- 
ging- 

The crook — who ar- 
rived on a bicycle — con- 
fronted the victim on Broad- 
way between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street at around 
8:20 pm and pulled out the 

“Give me your whole 
purse,” the crook de- 
manded. 

When the victim fum- 
bled with her bag, the crook 
threatened her life. 

“Give me your purse — 
I’m going to shoot you,” he 
threatened. 

The woman handed over 
the bag — which contained 
a passport and a Social Se- 
curity card — and the thug 
pedaled away. 

Pint-sized perp 

Cops nabbed a knife- 
wielding 15-year-old for 
stealing an 11-year-old’s 
cellphone on March 25. 

The suspect approached 
the victim at the corner of 
Broadway and Union Av- 
enue at around 3 pm and 
revealed a silver blade. 

The victim forked over 
his Sidekick cellphone, but 
cops later locked up a teen- 
aged suspect. 

Moore St. mug 

Cops nabbed a would-be 
mugger suspected of slug- 
ging a 34-year-old woman 
in the face while attempting 
to grab her purse on March 
27. 

The crook tried to grab 
the victim’s bag at around 
9 pm on Moore Street be- 
tween Leonard Street and 
Manhattan Avenue — but 
police were able to lock up 
a suspect later that night. 

— Ben Muessig 


88TH PRECINCT 


Fort G reene-Clinton Hill 

Hammer head 

Police locked up a 
45-year-old fiend after he 
repeatedly bashed another 
man in the back of the head 
with a hammer at the corner 
of Ashland Place and Myr- 
tle Avenue on March 27. 

The victim, 5 1 , lost con- 
sciousness and suffered lac- 
erations from the whacks to 
the cranium at 12:14 pm. 
He was taken to Long Is- 
land College Hospital for 
treatment. 

Take the lunge 

A knife-wielding maniac 
on Hall Street stabbed and 
mugged a woman on March 
28. 

The attack, which re- 
sulted in a “small lacera- 

ach according to police 
reports, took place at 5:42 
am between Willoughby 
and DeKalb avenues. Ac- 
cording to the woman, the 
man brandished the blade 
and said, “Don’t scream or 
I’ll cut you.” But he wasn’t a 
man of his word because he 
immediately lunged and cut 
the woman with the shiv. 

He then slashed the strap 
on her purse and ran off 
with the pocketbook, con- 
taining a Blackberry, $15 
and her passport. 

Cats and dogs 

A man and woman were 
arrested for assaulting a po- 
lice officer inside the Daf- 
fy’s department store on 
Flatbush Avenue on March 
29. 

The troubles began at 
2 pm when the man, 22, 
and the woman, 24, tried 
to bring a cat and dog into 
one of the other stores in 
the Bruce Ratner-run At- 
lantic Terminal Mall. 

A security guard blocked 
them, so the couple scur- 
ried off with their critters 
to Daffy’s. A police officer 
followed them there, but a 
dispute arose, and the offi- 
cer, a 35-year-old woman, 
received a laceration to her 
finger in the scuffling prior 
to arresting the animal lov- 

Knock-around 

Ahood mugged a33-year- 
old man by knocking him 
to the ground at the corner 
of Willoughby Avenue and 
Washington Park on March 


23. 

The victim, who was at- 
tacked from behind at 8:46 
pm, told police that the ruf- 
fian stole his iPod. 

Phantom strike 

A burglar mysteriously 
broke into a Clinton Avenue 
apartment between March 
25 and 26. 

There were no signs of 
how the intruder entered 
the residence between Myr- 
tle and Lafayette avenues 
while the victim, a42 -year- 
old woman, was out from 
2 am on March 25 until 7 
am the next day. 

She reported losing 
multiple earrings, neck- 
laces, bracelets and rings, 
an iPod and $360. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


94TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint-Williamsburg 

Earth-shaking! 

Geological goons heisted 
monitoring equipment that 
studies the earth’s vibra- 
tions on Kingsland Ave- 
nue on March 26. 

The seismic scammers 
made off with the costly “In- 
stantel Minimate Plus” ma- 
chine — valued at $5,000 
by police — from its spot 
near the corner of Green- 
point Avenue between 2:30 
pm and 3 pm. 

Cham-pain 

Punch-drunk perps ran- 
sacked a Berry Street apart- 
ment on March 24 and es- 
caped with the resident’s 
laptop, iPod, cash — and 
champagne. 

The crooks got into the 
apartment, which is be- 
tween North Ninth and 
North 10th streets, be- 
tween 8:20 am and 2 pm 
and made off the 32-year- 
old victim’s valuables. 

Nightmare 

Burglars pilfered a 
Greenpoint Avenue apart- 
ment early on March 26 — 
while the 27-year-old resi- 
dent was asleep. 

The crooks got into the 
apartment between 12:30 
am and 3:30 am - when 
the victim awoke and re- 
alized that his iPod, lap- 
top, Nintendo Wii, Playsta- 
tion and credit cards were 
gone. The thieves got into 
the apartment, which is be- 
tween Franklin Street and 
Manhattan Avenue, either 
through an unlocked front 
door or an unlocked fire es- 
cape window, cops said. 

Laptop snatch 

Crooks grabbed a Mac 
laptop from a Greenpoint 
Avenue business overnight 
on March 22. 

The burglars got into the 
business between 1:30 pm 
and 7 am the next morning 
and used keys to unlock an 
office containing the 15- 
inch MacBook. The thieves 
did not snatch another lap- 
top that was left the office, 
which is at the corner of 
North Henry Street. 

— Ben Muessig 


68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge 

Teen beaten 

Two men beat and robbed 
a teenage girl as she walked 
down 85 th Street on March 
25. 

The 19-year-old victim 
told police she was at the 
corner of Colonial Road 
at around 3 pm when the 
thugs came up behind her 
and began pulling on her 
shirt collar. The suspects 
then punched her in the 
head several times. 

The victim fell to the 
ground, and the men 
grabbed her cellphone and 
a $30 pair of earrings be- 
fore running away. 

Hi-tech heist 

Someone stole $1,500 
worth of electronics from a 
car parked on Fort Hamilton 
Parkway on March 28. 

The 40 -year-old victim 
told cops he parked his 2003 
red Saturn in front of his 
home, between 76th and 
77th streets, in the morn- 
ing. When he went to use 
the car at around 7:30 pm, 
he realized someone had 
smashed a passenger-side 
window and grabbed an 
overhead projector and an 
electronic navigation sys- 
tem from inside. 

— Emily Lavin 


Guskind wake on Sat. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

On the eve of next Satur- 
day’s memorial service for 
blogger Robert Guskind, the 
late journalist’s family re- 
leased a list charities and is 
asking for donations in Gus- 

Guskind (pictured) was 
found dead in his apart- 
ment on March 4 of an ap- 
parent drug overdose. He was 
cremated after a private fu- 
neral ceremony at Green- 
Wood Cemetery, but the 
public can mourn him on 
April 4 at the Brooklyn Ly- 
ceum in Park Slope, accord- 
ing to the blogger’s still-oper- 
ating Gowanus Lounge Web 

On Thursday, the family 
asked that in lieu of flowers, 
fans and mourners make do- 



nations to four groups: 

• Empty Cages Collective, 
an animal and environmen- 
tal advocacy group. 

• Sean Casey Animal Res- 
cue, which takes in strays, 


rescued, injured and ill an- 
imals for owners, zoos and 
shelters. 

• The Coney Island History 
Project, whose name says it 
all. There is a link on the 
group’s donation Web site 
to a memorial fund in Gus- 
kind’s name. 

• Greenpoint Reformed 
Church’s soup kitchen, 
which serves hundreds of 
needy people every week. 

Guskind’s death has been 
1 lamented throughout the bio- 
's gosphere and in The Brook- 
d lyn Paper, where he was an 
S’ occasional contributor. 

Robert Guskind memo- 
rial service, April 4 from 2 
to 5 pm at the Brooklyn Ly- 
ceum (Fourth Avenue be- 
tween Union and President 
streets in Park Slope). To 
RSVP, go to http://tinyurl. 
com/guskind-rsvp. 













































